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1. Introductions
2. Public Comment Invited
3. Approval of Minutes of the August 5, 2021 Meeting Minutes
Enclosed is a copy of the minutes of August 5, 2021. Please be prepared to approve or
amend.
Requested Commission Action: Approve/amend meeting minutes of August 5, 2021.
4. Community Listening Session on the Pocahontas Park Name Conversation
In late 2020, beginning with Commission and community suggestions and City Council
support, the Commission began a process to examine the appropriateness of the name of
Pocahontas Park.
The Commission utilized the GARE (Government Alliance on Race and Equity) Racial
Equity Tool Kit to develop a comprehensive analysis process, which resulted in the
Pocahontas Park Engagement and Analysis Plan (enclosed). This process identified the
following groups for engagement to better understand the issue and engage with the
community:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Native American people who live in Roseville
Indigenous populations of Minnesota
Neighbors of Pocahontas Park
Entire Roseville community

Since January, staff and Commissioners have worked to engage each of those groups. A
collection of the feedback and materials that the Commission has received to date is
included in your packet.
The final identified engagement step in the Pocahontas Park Engagement and Analysis
Plan is a listening session in which residents and others would be welcome to come, learn
more and share their thoughts.
Notification of the listening session was sent to the neighbors of Pocahontas Park and to
those who have contributed previously to the conversation.
Requested Commission Action: Welcome anyone who wishes to share thoughts on this
topic and listen to input.

5. Determine Next Steps on Pocahontas Name Conversation
At the January 25, 2021 joint meeting with the City Council, the City Council encouraged
the Parks and Recreation Commission to continue with the defined Pocahontas Park Name
Engagement and Analysis Plan and consider making a recommendation back to the City
Council. As noted in the previous agenda item, since January, a significant amount of
community engagement and learning has occurred.
At this point, the conversation and process appears to be narrowed down to two questions:
1) Should the name of Pocahontas Park be changed?
a. If no – the process is complete
b. If yes – then move to number 2 below requiring more Commission
work to recommend a new name
2) If it is changed, what should it be changed to?
a. Commission begins a further process to make a recommendation for a
new name
At the August meeting, several Commission members seemed to indicate that they may
have enough general information after the listening session to make a recommendation,
but were still uncertain of the next steps.
It seems like the next step may be to separate the first and second question as described
above and make a recommendation on each at different times.
If you feel comfortable after the listening session to make a recommendation on the first
question, then it would be appropriate to schedule a joint meeting with the City Council to
share that recommendation and discuss. Then, depending on your recommendation, the
second question will be the next step and will require more work and naming policy
consideration.
It appears that you could consider one of three recommendations to the City Council at this
time:
 Recommend to change the name and propose a new name.
 Recommend to change the name and undertake a future naming process.
 Recommend that the name be left unchanged.
Requested Commission Action: Discuss feedback received to date, consider a
recommendation, consider reporting to the City Council in a joint meeting and determine
possible next steps.
6. Staff Report
a. New or Relevant Communication and Update Items
 Staff will provide updates on projects that have progressed over the summer.
7. Other
8. Adjournment

ROSEVILLE PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION
MEETING MINUTES FOR
AUGUST 5, 2021 6:30 p.m.
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PRESENT:
ABSENT:
STAFF:

Arneson, Baggenstoss, Boulton, Brown, Heikkila, Hoag, Ybarra
Carlson, Dahlstrom, Lenhart
Brokke, Christensen, Johnson
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1) INTRODUCTIONS
Chair Hoag introduced the meeting and noted that this month’s meeting was an in-person meeting
with a virtual option. The public was still encouraged to participate in the meeting using the Zoom
platform. Chair Hoag also relayed that as of August 5, all staff are required to wear facemasks at
City Hall and all guests are encouraged to as well.
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Commissioner Lenhart and Vice-Chair Dahlstrom previously alerted staff that they will not be in
attendance of the August Parks and Recreation Commission meeting.
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2) ROLL CALL/PUBLIC COMMENT

19
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Roll Call Commissioners: Arneson, Baggenstoss, Boulton, Brown, Heikkila, Ybarra and
Hoag.
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23
24

Chair Hoag called for public comment by members of the audience. No audience in
attendance.
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3) APPROVAL OF MINUTES – JUNE 1, 2021 MEETING
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Commissioner Heikkila moved to approve the minutes. Commissioner Arneson seconds.

29
30
31
32
33

Roll Call
Ayes: Arneson, Baggenstoss, Boulton, Brown, Heikkila, Hoag, and Ybarra.
Nays: None.
Abstain: None.
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4) PRESENTATION OF MINNESOTA RECREATION AND PARK ASSOCATION (MRPA)
AWARD OF EXCELLENCE
Staff introduced Tracy Peterson, Awards Committee head with the Minnesota Recreation and Parks
Association (MRPA) and Parks and Recreation Assistant Director for the City of Edina, MN who
was presenting on behalf of the MRPA. Peterson provided background on the MRPA and the
Awards Committee which oversees professional awards for individuals and the Award of Excellence
1
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program which recognizes projects. The Natural Resources Stewardship Program was nominated,
and won, an Award of Excellence in 2020 under the “Volunteer Initiatives” category. Peterson
congratulated Roseville Parks and Recreation on their commitment and creative approach to the
Natural Resources Stewardship Program during the pandemic. She specifically noted the ingenuity
and creativity shown by staff which allowed members of the community to continue engaging in
volunteer outreach through adapted events such as the Central Park flower planting, tree planting
and food donation apple picking.
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Brokke thanked the staff and volunteers for their commitment and initiative to the project.
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5) MIDLAND LEGACY ESTATES PARK DEDICATION UPDATE
Staff provided the location, history of the proposed development and an update on the Park
Dedication proposal. On May 4, 2021 the Commission reviewed and recommended land.
Adjustments have since been made to the proposal by the developer and those have been resubmitted
to the city for review. The updated plans still include the .61 acre of 95% useable Park Dedication
land in the SE corner. However, the shape of the parcel may change to be slightly narrower.
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The developer has also proposed to sell to the city, for a price yet to be finalized, an additional .24
acre of land just north of the required .61 acre. If the land could be acquired for a reasonable price it
would allow for a .85 acre park of flat useable land. This additional acquisition would be in line with
Goal 3 of the Master Plan which stressed the importance of acquiring parkland to allow equitable
access to all residents.
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Commissioner Ybarra asked what would happen to the additional land if the city did not purchase it.
Staff responded that the contingency plan is to add it into two existing lots and it would become
private property.
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The Commission discussed their support of purchasing the additional parkland.
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Chair Hoag motioned to recommend that the city pursue the purchase of the additional
.24 acres of land, providing the land can be purchased at a reasonable price and turned
over to the city as useable parkland. Commissioner Heikkila seconds.
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Roll Call
Ayes: Arneson, Baggenstoss, Boulton, Brown, Heikkila, Hoag, and Ybarra.
Nays: None.
Abstain: None.
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6) DISCUSS SEPTEMBER LISTENING SESSION ON THE POCAHONTAS PARK NAME
CONVERSATION
Staff provided an overview of the thorough feedback and outreach that the Commission engaged in
through the process of learning more about the appropriateness of the name of Pocahontas Park. The
outreach process was defined in the Engagement and Analysis Plan:
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Objective
o To engage the impacted communities to assess the impact of the name on their feeling
of being “welcomed, included and respected” in Roseville, including the:
 Native American people who live in Roseville
 Indigenous populations of Minnesota who have expertise
 Neighbors of Pocahontas Park
 Entire Roseville community
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Staff also shared the one page informational flyer, pictures of community engagement and articles
from external media on the Pocahontas Park name conversations.
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The Commission discussed Roseville’s park naming policy and how it may be utilized if a new name
is needed.
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Commissioner Arneson suggested potentially naming the park Dakota Park.
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Chair Hoag confirmed that the listening session would be in the style of a formal public hearing,
with limited additional meeting topics.
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7) STAFF REPORT
a) NEW OR RELEVANT COMMUNICATIONS AND UPDATE ITEMS
 Staff introduced Zeke Walker the summer department Intern. Zeke is going into Parks and
Recreation at Mankato State University and is attending the Commission meeting as part of
his summer learning.
 The Park Dedication Ordinance with the language adjustments that were recommended by
the Commission was approved by the City Council.
 The OVAL bonding projects and architect (B32) was approved by the City Council.
 The Request for Proposals (RFP) for the Accelerated Emerald Ash Borer (EAB)
Management Program was approved by the City Council. Also, an additional $50,000 was
approved for ash tree removals this year, due to the significance of EAB on the city’s trees.
 The inclusive playground at Central Park Victoria is open. A short celebratory ribbon cutting
dedication will be at the Discover Your Parks event on Wednesday, August 11 from 6pm8pm at Central Park Victoria West.
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Outreach on the proposal to convert the Evergreen Park to pickleball and refurbishing the
Fairview tennis courts has been well received.
Roseville Parks and Recreation staff continue to monitor the COVID-19 updates.
The citywide garage sale will be September 9-10. Registration is still open to get your home
listed on the citywide garage sale map.
The fall 2021/early winter 2022 recreation program brochure will be in homes in the next
week.
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8) OTHER
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Meeting adjourned at 7:31 p.m.
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Respectfully Submitted,
Danielle Christensen, Department Assistant
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POCAHONTAS PARK NAME CONVERSATION
FEEDBACK AND ENGAGEMENT SUMMARY

Feedback Provided by Native Americans groups or individuals with expertise:
•

•
•
•
•
•

Shannon Geshick, Minnesota Indian Affairs Council/Roseville Resident
o Parks and Recreation Commission meeting minutes, December 1, 2020.
(Attachment 1)
Wayne Ducheneaux, Native Governance Center
o Notes from staff conversation (Attachment 2)
John Bobolink, St. Paul Public Schools Indian Education Program
o Email submitted February, 2021 (Attachment 3)
Roseville Area School American Indian Parent Advisory Committee
o Notes from staff attending meeting April, 2021 (Attachment 4)
Metropolitan Urban Indian Directors Group
o Letter from February 3, 2021 (Attachment 5)
Feedback from Jerry Dearly, Lakota Elder
o Notes from conversation in August, 2021. (Attachment 6)

Several other groups and organizations were contacted but were not able to participate in the
process.
Resources Compiled Related to this issue
•
•

•
•

Research on who Pocahontas, the Person Was
o September 1, 2020 Parks and Recreation Commission Meeting (Attachment 7)
Reclaiming Native Truths Report: A national research project to foster cultural, social
and policy change by empowering Native Americans to counter discrimination,
invisibility, and the dominant narrative that limit Native opportunity…” (Attachment 8)
Webinar: Why Treaties Matter, and How They Shape our Communities Today: Dr. Kate
Bean, Martin Case.
MN Historical Society Webinar: Reclaiming Bde Maka Ska.

Individual Feedback Collected
•
•
•

Comment cards collected at various summer events (Attachment 9)
Forms submitted from website (Attachment 10)
Feedback received at public meetings (Attachment 10.1)

In-Person Engagement
•

•
•
•

Commissioners and staff were present at each Discover Your Parks event to provide
information and hear feedback about the Pocahontas Name Conversation. Many of the
feedback cards collected were from these events.
o June 23 – Villa Park
o June 25 – Central Park School
o June 30 – Applewood Park
o July 7 – Pioneer Park
o July 21 – Owasso Hills
o July 28 – Evergreen Park
o August 4 – Pocahontas Park
o CP – Victoria West
Staff were present with an information board and flyer at the July 25 Indigenous Roots
concert (Native American performance and dance) at Central Park.
Boards, flyers and comment cards have been on display at facilities this summer.
Commission plan development/discussion: September, October, November, December
(2020), January (Joint meeting with City Council), February, April (2021).

Information/Notification
•
•
•
•
•
•

www.cityofroseville.com/pocahontaspark
Article in City newsletter (Attachment 11)
Press release/news update, July 21, 2021 (Attachment 12)
Flyer included in Discover Your Parks Mailing (Attachment 13)
Mailing to residents near Pocahontas Park, August 27, 2021 (Attachment 14)
Press
o Fox 9, March 22, 2021 (Attachment 15)
o Star Tribune, August 3, 2021 (Attachment 16)
o Other smaller news sources such as Patch have run items.

Other Relevant Items
•
•
•
•

Roseville Racial Equity Narrative (Attachment 17)
Roseville Community Aspirations and Inclusion Statement (Attachment 18)
Pocahontas Park Engagement and Analysis Plan (Attachment 19)
Roseville Parks and Recreation Naming Policy (Attachment 20)

Attachments

Attachment 1

ROSEVILLE PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION
MEETING MINUTES FOR
December 1, 2020 6:30 p.m.
PRESENT:
ABSENT:
STAFF:

Arneson, Baggenstoss, Brown, Carlson, Dahlstrom, Heikkila, Hoag, Kim,
Lenhart, O’Brien, Stoner
Brokke, Christensen, M. Johnson

1) INTRODUCTIONS
Chair Hoag introduced the virtual Zoom format for the meeting due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
State Law allows for an exception to in-person public meetings during pandemics to ensure the
safety of commissioners, staff and the public. The public was still encouraged to participate in the
meeting using the Zoom platform.
2) ROLL CALL/PUBLIC COMMENT
Roll Call Commissioners: Arneson, Baggenstoss, Brown, Carlson, Dahlstrom, Heikkila, Kim,
Lenhart, O’Brien, Hoag, and Stoner.
Chair Hoag called for public comment by members of the audience. No one indicated a desire to
speak.
3) APPROVAL OF MINUTES – NOVEMBER 5, 2020 MEETING
Vice-Chair Dahlstrom moved to approve the minutes. Commissioner Lenhart seconds.
Roll Call
Ayes: Arneson, Baggenstoss, Brown, Dahlstrom, Hoag, Lenhart, O’Brien and Stoner.
Nays: None.
Abstain: Heikkila.
4) POCAHONTAS PARK NAME DISCUSSION
Staff began with a review of the previous background that the Commission has completed on the
Pocahontas Park name discussion, including:
• Reviewing the history of Pocahontas
• Utilization of the Government Alliance of Racial Equity (GARE) Racial Equity Toolkit as
the framework to examine the issue
• Identifying and agreeing upon engaging the communities that are directly impacted by the
name
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•

Utilizing the process as a potential opportunity to educate the Commission and community
on Native Americans in Minnesota

As part of the process it was identified to reach out to members of the Dakota Tribe as the land
would have been theirs historically.
Shannon Geshick, Executive Director of the MN Indian Affairs Council, founding member of the
Roseville Indian Affairs Parent Committee, a consultant with the St. Paul School District Indian
Education Program as well as a Roseville Resident was introduced to the Commission by staff. Ms.
Geshick thanked staff for the introduction and also added that she is a mother, grandmother and a
member of the Bois Forte Band from Northern Minnesota. She relayed that she was very
appreciative of the outreach that the Commission has already done. In addition, she reiterated that
the Dakota should be included in the discussion as Pocahontas Park would be on their ancestral land.
Geshick relayed that Pocahontas is not a villainous character. However, there is a concern of
historical inaccuracies, as the victor has the advantage of telling the story. To address this there has
been a push for updating stories with truth telling that would highlight multiple perspectives. In
addition, she shared that a conquered people can sometimes be seen as “mythical people” instead of
modern people. However, indigenous peoples are doctors, lawyers, etc. all living current lives. She
explained that this could be a good opportunity to tell a shared story and bring indigenous peoples
into modernity.
Commissioner Stoner asked if the name should honor an indigenous person.
Ms. Geshick relayed that she only speaks on behalf of herself, she acknowledged that she feels that
reclaiming the name and honoring what it once was is a good idea. She stated that she did not know
Roseville’s naming policy. However, she offered using the name of a Dakota person such as
Lieutenant Governor, Peggy Flanagan. She also added the idea of “#landback” which would give the
land back to the Dakota people.
Chair Hoag questioned if the name needed to be changed if an educational component was added at
the park.
Ms. Geshick responded that she does not find the name Pocahontas personally offensive. However,
she noted that there is a thriving Native American community/culture and history in MN that could
be reflected in the name and this could potentially be a good opportunity for this teaching.
Commissioner Dahlstrom asked Ms. Geshick how you give historical significance to a place without
losing the education of modern indigenous people.
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Ms. Geshick responded that there are multiple avenues to historical knowledge. However, an
acknowledgement that indigenous people are still here is important with projects
Commissioner Baggenstoss added that indigenous people are not only modern but are a valuable
piece of the world. He acknowledged that Roseville has the opportunity to do the right thing and get
in front of the discussion as it pertains to the name Pocahontas.
Commissioner Arneson suggested having a QR reader at the park to connect park-goers with
educational information about the native people who originally lived on the land.
Commissioner O’Brien noted that she has read much of the information put out by the Roseville
Historical Society. However, she relayed that it generally all starts with Rose Township. She stated
that she would like to read about the Dakota people who were here originally. She added that
partnering with indigenous communities to provide educational experience at the park would be a
great opportunity.
Ms. Geshick commended the Commission for the work they have done already. She said that any
recommendations that she would have offered (include the native voice, contact native agencies,
include the Dakota Tribe) have already been addressed by the Commission.
Staff asked Ms. Geshick what Parks and Recreation can do to further the narrative that indigenous
people are still here as a modern people.
Ms. Geshick responded that the Commissioners has already discussed some great ideas such as:
Using the QR code to connect to a website that has historical and current information, include tribal
nation information, and highlight current indigenous people. She noted that Roseville could be a
model for other cities.
Commissioner Heikkila recognized Youth Commissioner Andrew Kim who brought this topic to the
Commission originally.
Former Mayor, John Kysylyczyn, provided a review of Roseville City Code 204 and 205 to the
Commission. He relayed that it appears to him that much of the information in the Pocahontas Name
Process falls under 205 and may fall under the Human Rights Inclusion and Engagement
Commission (HRIEC). In addition, he noted that he does not believe that a Commission has the
authority to engage other sovereign government bodies, discuss reparations or land donations. In
addition, he noted that historical research would be done by the Roseville Historical Society.
Kysylyczyn noted that he does not have any evidence of historic settlements on the specific piece of
land that Pocahontas Park sits on. He acknowledged that per the Roseville Park Naming Policy parks
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are only named after fallen Roseville officers. Kysylyczyn brought up different examples of parks
that would need to be revisited if the park naming policy is no longer followed and parks are named
after people other than fallen Roseville officers. He noted that there is a specific naming policy and
he feels that the Parks Commission is obligated to follow that. Finally, he cautioned the Commission
that he feels members of the City Council may not appreciate the Commission engaging other
sovereign governments without approval.
K. Vandre, Thanked Ms. Geshik for being at the meeting. She relayed that she lives in the
Pocahontas park neighborhood and she does not feel comfortable using the name of the park. She
relayed her appreciation to the Commission for taking up the issue. Also, she pointed out that if we
are worried about policies, Pocahontas was a real person. Therefore, if we are worried about having
parks named after people, and following policies, the park name should be changed. She also relayed
that the HRIEC should be involved in this process. In addition, she felt that the public should be
allowed to have a voice. She concluded by stating that the people whose land was taken should
especially have a voice in the discussion and not including them would be wrong.
Commissioner O’Brien reconfirmed that the Commission is thinking about a strategy that would be
proposed to the City Council and is currently in the information gathering stage. Staff confirmed that
is where the Commission is at with gathering information to present at a joint meeting with the City
Council in early 2021.
Commissioner Baggenstoss added that there is nothing wrong with bringing new voices to the table
and asking questions. He added that if in the end, the worst thing to come out of all of this is that
more people believe in government, the Commission is on the right track.
The Commission discussed next steps in the process, including reaching out to representatives of the
Dakota Nation and the Roseville Historical Society. They also discussed meeting with the City
Council and if any additional information was needed prior to that meeting.
Commissioner Stoner noted that he would like to potentially have this as a topic next month, if
possible.
Staff clarified the process and reasoning for having a joint meeting with the City Council as a next
step, as it will ensure clear communication, guidance and support for the renaming of Pocahontas
Park to the Commission.
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5) ANNUAL REVIEW OF PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION EDUCATION
PRIMER
Commissioner O’Brien suggested updating the reference to “pocket parks” on page 6 to the specific
names of the parks (Midland Gardens Park and Unity Park).
6) STAFF REPORT
a) NEW OR RELEVANT COMMUNICATIONS AND UPDATE ITEMS
• As part of the four week pause that started on November 20 all park buildings, facilities and inperson programs are closed until December 18. Parks, playgrounds and trails are still available
for residents to use.
• Cedarholm Golf Course is still open and will remain open, weather permitting.
• Cross country ski trails will be groomed at Cedarholm and Acorn Park once the weather allows.
Ski and snow shoe rentals will begin out of City Hall at that time as well.
• The outdoor neighborhood skating rinks are beginning to be flooded by maintenance staff. The
determination has not yet been made on opening warming houses. Extra benches will be placed
outdoors at the rinks.
• Virtual programs are still taking place during this pause time.
• Deer reduction letters have gone out to residents to notify them of the program with the United
States Department of Agriculture (USDA). The program will begin in the coming days with the
USDA baiting and monitoring the sites.
• The winter/spring brochure will be included in the City Newsletter again. It is anticipated to be
in houses around January 1, 2021.

7) OTHER
Commissioner Arneson asked how the snow and ski rentals will work with COVID-19. Staff
responded that residents would call in and pay via credit card to confirm their rental. Once they
arrive their rental order would be brought outside and placed there for them to pick up. Staff noted
that this process is in the finalization stage and may have some updates prior to going live.
Commissioner O’Brien inquired if the Commission would be reviewing the Natural Resources
Program in January. She added that it may be a good idea to invite the four volunteer leaders to the
meeting.
Chair Hoag asked staff if Cedarholm has been open in December previously. Staff confirmed that it
has.
Meeting adjourned at 8:15 p.m.
Respectfully Submitted,
Danielle Christensen, Department Assistant

Attachment 2

SUMMARY OF CONVERSATION WITH WAYNE DUCHENEUX, EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR OF THE NATIVE GOVERNANCE CENTER
Notes taken by Matthew Johnson, Assistant Director of Parks and Recreation
Phone Conversation, December 1, 2020
Comments made by Wayne:
•
•

•
•

•
•
•

•

•

The Parks and Recreation Commission deserved praise for taking on this issue and that
that showed a level of cultural awareness.
Emphasized that the most important thing is that the Commission is transparent with their
process. In his experience, trying to hide anything when discussing an issue like this,
regardless of whether well-intentioned, will yield distrust.
Also emphasized that it is important that the commission is accurate and thoughtful when
sharing why this is being considered and with all messaging.
The name Pocahontas is not necessarily offensive to him personally, but the Pocahontas
imagery that most people know is based upon mis-information or stereotypes and is
likely not helpful to native communities. He also mentioned that Pocahontas has no ties
to Minnesota, so the name doesn’t seem to make much sense in Minnesota, regardless of
original intention.
Recommended review of Reclaiming Native Truths research study on native identity and
representation in modern media.
Recommended hearing from Dakota representatives since the land that the park is on was
likely Dakota land.
Cautioned that although this issue is important, the Commission should be respectful of
Native American’s time. This likely will not be as high of a priority for Native American
representatives as it is for the Commission, though that shouldn’t be interpreted to mean
they do not care or support the efforts. He also mentioned that the COVID-19 Pandemic
has hit the Native American Communities hard and that that may be impacting some
people’s ability to respond or participate in the conversation.
Cautioned that these issues inflame tension and no matter where the commission lands,
there will likely be unhappy people on both sides. Encouraged the commission to follow
their process, make a sincere effort to understand the native American perspective and be
transparent when making their recommendation.
In closing, Wayne reiterated his appreciation that the Commission is examining this issue
and for the thoroughness of the proposed process.
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Darrell Baggenstoss
Lonnie Brokke; Matthew Johnson
John Bobolink at Saint Paul Public Schools
Tuesday, January 5, 2021 3:09:57 PM

Caution: This email originated outside our organization; please use caution.
Hello Lonnie and Matthew,
In December, I was able to communicate with John Bobolink at SPPS. First of all, he is
awesome. Call me if you need or I would imagine you can feel free to contact him as well.
Cheers and Happy New Year!
Darrell
Contact Info:
John Bobolink

Here’s what he wrote:
Boozhoo Darrell,
My apologies for the delayed response, but thank you for reaching out and for
your efforts to include unheard perspectives.
I am happy to share my personal perspective on the idea of renaming the park
and hopefully can direct you towards others that may share their perspectives as
well.
I personally do not see anything offensive about the name Pocahontas Park,
Pocahontas was an actual person and by naming the park after her only serve to
memorialize her. Although I do wonder why her name was chosen to name a local
park as I know she is not a member of any local Tribe but rather, originates from
the East Coast.
I do however understand how other Native perspectives may view the park's
name as offensive. The image of Pocahontas and her social representation within
our society has been grossly distorted and highly sexualized through American
media to the point that her name can trigger a sense of offensiveness for some
Native people.
That's one end of the spectrum, on the other end some Native people may not
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feel any offense at all, but rather view it as an honoring in some way.
As you explore this renaming idea, I would suspect you will hear strong opinions
from both side of the spectrum. This is not that dissimilar from the recent name
change from the Washington Redskins to the Washington Football team. Strong
opinions were expressed from both sides, but all have seemed to accept that
change once it had been made.
Roseville and Pocahontas Park exists on the traditional homeland of the Dakota
people. I could see an argument made that Pocahontas is not local and that the
Roseville Parks and Rec wishes to honor the local Native Community as a rational
for a name change. This would bypass any debate surrounding offensiveness as a
rational, that is at least among the Native perspective.
I would further suggest that the park's name be replaced with a name originating
from the Dakota language. Local Dakota historians and language speakers can be
a resource for identifying an appropriate name and spelling. If you do chose this
option, be prepared to hear strong opinions from outside of the Native
community.
A local example of this name change can be found in the name change from Lake
Calhoun to Bde Maka Ska or the addition of the Dakota language to Fort Snelling
to include at Bdote. Two excellent examples of places that struggled with the
complexities of a simple name change.
My advice would be to pursue the name change, but be clear with the rational for
this change and articulate that rational well, you will face opposition from all
sides. By changing the name, it demonstrates the Roseville Park and Rec's desire
to be more inclusive of all cultures, conversely if Parks and Rec does not choose to
pursue a name change it could send the message that Park and Rec accepts and
condones the historical misrepresentation of Native American people.
Others Native American groups you may seek out for their opinions are the
Roseville Area Schools Indian Education Office and the Parent Committee they
work with, the state office of Indian Education at MDE, or the MN Indian Affairs
Council. These are just a few suggestions off the top of my head, I can assist to
identify other groups if needed.
I do hope this response helps you in your efforts, please feel free to call or email if
you have any question or need further assistance,

John Bobolink
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Notes from Roseville (ISD623) American Indian Parent Advisory Meeting
Regarding Pocahontas Park
Meeting Attended by Matthew Johnson on April 20, 2021

• The committee is appreciative of the thoughtfulness of the approach to
examining the name.
• The committee as a whole recommended changing the name out of
concern for:
o a perpetuation of a native American stereotypes that is counter to
modern Native Americans
o the Disney movie associated with the name promotes sexualization
of native American women. The committee noted that there are
significant issues with sex trafficking and exploitation of Native
American women.
o the fact that Pocahontas doesn’t have ties to MN
o One member mentioned that it’s possible that the name could stay
with a plaque that tells accurate history. All others felt changing was
appropriate.
• The group advised that if the name is changed, it may be prudent to utilize
a name that complies with the Parks and Recreation policy but is in the
Dakota Language. They recommended checking with the Dakota people
and/or the University of Minnesota Dakota Language expert for ideas. They
did not have any specific ideas.
• They stated that the University of Minnesota helped them come up with a
name for the new Anpetu Teca Education Center.
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METROPOLITAN URBAN INDIAN DIRECTORS GROUP

February 3rd, 2019

Mayor Roe and Roseville City Council Members:
This letter has been written on behalf of the Metropolitan Urban Indian Directors Group
(MUID) – a collaborative of over twenty-five American Indian organizations operating within
the Twin Cities metropolitan area of Minnesota (please see the attached organizational listing).
This letter is written in support of Roseville Parks and Recreation Commission’s proposed
Pocahontas Park Name - Community Engagement and Analysis Plan introduced to
the City Council on January 25th, 2021, with the ultimate goal of renaming Pocahontas Park.
Metro Urban Indian Directors (MUID) is a network of Native-led organizations serving the
Urban Indian Community in the Twin Cities. Nearly 30 years ago, the Metropolitan Urban
Indian Directors (MUID) group was formed by Executive Directors of American Indian
organizations in Minneapolis to support each other in their work providing services to the
American Indian Community. Today, the work of MUID is supported by a Memorandum of
Understanding with the City of Minneapolis and a Memorandum of Agreement with
Minneapolis Public Schools.
MUID supports the renaming of Pocahontas Park for many reasons. First and foremost,
Pocahontas did not come from a tribal nation affiliated with what is now known as the state of
Minnesota, but from the Pamunkey Tribe of what is now known as the state of Virginia.
Additionally, Pocahontas has been over sexualized and stereotypically used in media in ways
that degrade Native women and feeds into the harmful stereotypes of sex servitude, exotic
fetishism, and sexual violence. This is illustrated by the current crisis of our Missing and
Murdered Indigenous Women. Finally, renaming this park provides an opportunity to truly
honor this place with a name that centers around the landscape and/or the original people of the
land where this park is situated. The renaming process also serves as an opportunity for
education and collaboration.

Renaming local sites with processes and names that truly honor and involve the original people
of this land is a powerful action of reconciliation. By naming or renaming places with
Indigenous place names, the original people of this land can reclaim their relationship to these
spaces that hold their cultures and languages, which have barely survived government imposed
forced assimilation and genocide. Indigenous place names can represent important historical
events and legal principles, such as the case with some creation stories. They can convey
important features of the site and teachings on how to live in good relations with others and the
land. There is a strong connection between the re-establishment of Indigenous place names, and
the revitalization of Indigenous languages and cultures.
In an effort to support this re-naming process, MUID is happy to make the following
recommendations for engaging the Native American community in this process:
●

●

●
●

Connect with local, federally recognized Dakota communities (Prairie Island Indian
Community, Shakopee Mdewakanton Dakota Community, Lower Sioux Indian
Community, Upper Sioux Community) to share work to date and garner feedback
Connect with urban American Indian groups like MUID, Saint Paul Indians in Action
(SIA), and the Minnesota Indian Affairs Council Urban Indian Advisory Board to share
work to date and garner feedback
Connect with your local Roseville school district’s American Indian education
department and staff
Formation of a Native-led park name recommendation committee with stipends that
honor the time and knowledge of committee members (interested individuals may be
identified through the above engagement process)

We thank you for the work you are doing in your community to make this park a place that is
welcoming to all members of the Roseville community and its visitors.
Pidamaya yedo/Miigwech/Wibthaha/Pinigigi/Thank you,
Letter Authors:
Maggie Lorenz
Executive Director & Wakan Tipi Center Director
Marissa Cummings
President and CEO – Minnesota Indian Women’s Resource Center (MIWRC)
SIGNED BY THE FULL MUID MEMBERSHIP
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Listing of Voting Member Organizations within the Metropolitan Urban Indian Directors
Group:
1. Ain Dah Yung Center
2. All Nations Indian Church
3. American Indian Community and Development Corporation
4. American Indian Family Center
5. American Indian OIC
6. Bois Forte Urban Office
7. The Circle Newspaper
8. Division of Indian Work
9. Fond Du Lac Urban Office
10. Indian Health Board
11. Indigenous Peoples Task Force
12. Little Earth of United Tribes
13. MIGIZI Communications
14. Mille Lacs Band Urban Office
15. Minneapolis American Indian Center
16. Minnesota Indian Women’s Resource Center
17. Mni Sota Fund
18. Native American Community Clinic
19. Native American Community Development Institute
20. Nawayee Center School
21. New Native Theater
22. Red Lake Twin Cities Embassy
23. Upper Midwest American Indian Center
24. Wakan Tipi Center
25. White Earth Nation Urban Office
Listing of Ex-Officio Member Organizations within the Metropolitan Urban Indian Directors
Group:
1. City of Minneapolis – American Indian Community Specialist
2. Hennepin County Medical Center – American Indian Advocate
3. Minneapolis Public Schools – Department of Indian Education
4. Minnesota American Indian Chamber of Commerce
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SUMMARY OF CONVERSATION WITH JERRY DEARLY
Thursday, August 19 – 6:30pm
Notes by Matthew Johnson, Assistant Director of Parks and Recreation

•

Jerry is a Dakota elder.
o Former teacher in St. Paul Public School
o Wrote a book about the Dakota Language
o Regional Pow Wow Announcer

On the Current Name
•

•
•

Jerry feels that “changing the name would be really good.” Said that Pocahontas is “almost a
comic book representation of Native Americans” and doesn’t reflect actual Native American
culture.
Likens the name to a name like “Indians” which may not be offensive in isolation, but leads to
stereotyping and overgeneralization in practice.
Jerry is appreciative of the Commission for reviewing this item and said that it is indicative of a
culture that has grown more aware of unintended consequences.

On a Possible New Name if Pocahontas is Changed
•

•
•
•
•

“That should be up to community and commission.” He said that if he would like him/others to
weigh in on some possible options, he would be happy to do so/facilitate but didn’t feel it was
appropriate for him to pull a name out of thin air.
Said that there are many names in Minnesota already derived from Dakota and/or Native
American language including Minnesota itself.
However, he didn’t have a strong opinion on whether a Dakota word or recognition would be
appropriate.
Jerry said if schedules can be worked out, he may be willing to attend a meeting or speak with
members of the commission
He also mentioned that there is a gathering in St. Paul on Indigenous People day, and that might
be a good opportunity for Commissioners to connect with some indigenous people.
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•

Projects to help phosphorous levels in Bennett Lake include:
o Fountain in Frog Pond
o Bubbler Aeration in Bennett Lake (2021)
o Carp barriers in Frog Pond
o Filtration basin at Willow Pond
o Porous Pavers at Cedarholm
o Chloride reduction via road salt management during winter

For more information www.RWMWD.org has great resources on shallow lakes and Bennett Lake
specifically.
The Commission discussed new projects, algae blooms, education for residents on the adopt-a-drain
program and Carp reduction.
Commissioner Brown suggested a Carp fishing tournament at Lake Bennett.
6) STAFF REPORT
a) HISTORY OF THE NAME POCAHONTAS AS A PERSON
Pocahontas Park was named in the 1960’s after Pocahontas who was a prominent Native
American figure.
•

•

Who was Pocahontas
o A member of the Powhatan tribe
 Born 1956(?) – 1617
 Daughter of Chief of Powhatan tribe
 Associated with the settlers at Jamestown
 Married an English settler named John Rolfe
 Went with Rolfe to England in 1616 and died prior to departing on her return
trip in 1617
 Significant figure in American pop culture
Traditional Narrative
o 1607: Colonists arrive, early interaction between Pocahontas and Smith
o 1609 – 1610: Colonists starve
o 1610 – 1613: Tensions/fighting occurs between the Powhatan and colonists
o 1613: Pocahontas captured as a prisoner
o 1614: Pocahontas learns Christianity marries John Rolfe and adopts the name
Rebecca. Pocahontas and Rolfe have a child, Thomas.
o 1616: Couple heads to England and Pocahontas becomes a symbol of peace between
the settlers and “Indians”
o 1617: Pocahontas dies
4
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•

o After Pocahontas’ death, war resumes
o Takeaways:
 Bridge between two cultures
 Story of peace
Powhatan Version of Events
o Pocahontas name
o 1607: Native people offer to help starving colonists
o Early interaction between Pocahontas
 Pocahontas could not have/did not save John Smith
o 1609 – 1610: Colonists starve
o 1610 – 1613: Tensions/fighting occurs between the Powhatan and colonists
o 1912 – 1913: Pocahontas marries Koccum, has a child
o 1614: Pocahontas kidnapped, husband killed and forced to give up her first child
o 1616: Marriage to Rolfe, child Thomas born
o 1616: Trip to England. We can “civilize” Native Americans. During her time in
England Pocahontas learned that England plans to send many more settlers to grow
tobacco. She says that she will tell her tribe of these plans.
o 1617: Pocahontas dies. Speculation that she may have been killed before she returned
to the United States in order to prevent her from providing her tribe with the
information she learned while in England.
o Publication of English narrative occurs after Pocahontas and many other key players
have died.

Commissioner Heikkila questioned what the city’s policy is for naming parks after people. Staff
responded that it is currently significant contributions.
Commissioner Arneson noted that if a park name brings bad feelings or shame and it is not related to
Roseville he agrees with looking into the process of changing its name.
Commissioner O’Brien relayed that it is appropriate for new names or renaming of a park to come
before the Parks and Recreation Commission. She cautioned the Commission to carefully consider
how to rename the park. If choosing to consider continuing with a name that honors our native
population the Commission should speak with appropriate tribal leadership and gain their input.
However, it may also be good to consider using the current criteria laid out in our guidelines so as to
avoid potentially choosing a name that could become controversial in the future as peoples
viewpoints on names and events change over time.
Chair Hoag requested that staff provide an engagement process and name change recommendation
timeline.

5
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Chair Hoag also noted that the Commission received two electronic messages that had similar
sentiment to all of the community members who commented at the meeting tonight.
Commissioner Baggenstoss said that he felt it was a good time for the Commission to do some
listening to our indigenous community members.
Commissioner Stoner commented that he felt park names serve the main purpose of helping to
identify and differentiate parks within the community. If this specific name is causing concerns it
should definitely be changed. Youth Commissioner Carlson agreed as it does not meet the current
park naming criteria and people are asking for the change.
Commissioner Baggenstoss said that he is excited to bring a decision that is honored and brought
forth from an underrepresented group. Also, he reinforced that this will need to be a responsible
decision. Not a decision that feels like it is “ours”.
The Commission discussed timelines and process for potentially changing the name of Pocahontas
Park.
Commissioner O’Brien commented that it could be decided at tonight’s meeting that the
Commission would like to move forward with changing the name of Pocahontas Park. In addition, it
could be decided if the name should be a generic name or if it should honor a group of people/idea.
Commissioner Hoag cautioned moving forward with any decisions this evening without a timeline
from staff on next steps.
Staff reminded the Commission that they are a recommending body and that the first step of any
timeline would need to be understanding if this is something that the City Council would be
interested in changing.
Commissioner Baggenstoss reiterated that the Commission needs to bring the non-dominant culture
voice to the table and make that voice more important than the dominant culture’s voice. If we hear
from the non-dominant culture and they begin to feel that their voice is trusted in city government
that is a win for everyone.
Commissioner Hoag noted that he feels it is premature to bring it to the City Council and he would
be hesitant to rush the process.

6

STATE AND FEDERAL POLICYMAKERS

Across the board, in our

Respondents in our interviews said that most policymakers have little
knowledge of Native issues and do not understand treaties or trust
obligations to tribes, since many do not have tribes in their districts.

research with policymakers,

Congressional members from both parties in our sample viewed Native
issues as fairly nonpartisan and praised tribes for being bipartisan.
Respondents indicated that tribes have significant political influence in
Congress, particularly with regard to environmental and natural resource
issues. They perceived that gaming has generated resources for tribes to
protect their political and legal interests (Pipestem).
How the government should respond to tribal needs, however, is more
partisan. Across the board, in our research, there was respect for tribal
communities and their resilience. However, some saw tribes as being
fragile or vulnerable, facing ongoing racism, or existing at the whim of
Congress (Pipestem).
Republicans in our sample tended to say that the government’s role should
be diminished, that the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) should be eliminated,
and that tribes should receive resources directly to reduce dependence and
to spark innovation and entrepreneurial solutions. At minimum, they said
that more assimilated or financially stable tribes should receive less money
(Pipestem).
Democrats in our sample, on the other hand, said they wanted to continue
funding tribal programs and perceived that the problems are due to ongoing
shortages of funding. They said that each tribe should be treated the same
unless the treaty says differently (Pipestem).
Spending obligations to tribes, like those to other minorities, were seen
by some people we interviewed as “handouts.” Others viewed Indians as
“somebody else’s problem.” However, most of the members interviewed
said they do not believe stereotyping is an issue in Congress (Pipestem).
This lack of knowledge and experience is also prevalent among the majority
of federal policymakers outside the BIA and the Indian Health Service,
respondents said (Pipestem). Policy elites said this lack of awareness and
empathy may stem from guilt: Americans want to send money to help
those in poverty in Africa, and they want to learn about Anne Frank and
the Holocaust, but it is harder to own the reality of what happened right
here with the First People (GQRR).
Native leaders in federal and state government whom we interviewed
noted a mismatch between where the greatest potential for tribal power
exists and where government staff knowledge lies. In general, they said,
federal agency staff have a better understanding of the issues as they
tend to have more consistent interactions with tribal governments and
Native organizations; however, they said that the tribes have less power
and influence at this level. At the state level, where tribal governments can
have more impact, non-Native staff have fewer interactions and are less
informed, they said (GQRR).
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there was respect for tribal
communities and their
resilience.

FEDERAL JUDGES, LAW CLERKS AND LAW SCHOOLS
Most judges and clerks form perceptions and make decisions
based on limited exposure to or knowledge of Native peoples.
Their decisions, therefore, are influenced by the public
narrative, and the decisions they hand down continue to fuel
the negative narrative (Pipestem).
None of the federal judges interviewed had taken an Indian
law course in law school; they reported that either their
school didn’t offer one or they did not recall seeing a course
offered. All agreed that Indian law is a highly technical,
“complicated” field of law and that, as a result, adjudicating
a case involving questions of Indian law requires a good deal
of effort to engage in self-education, even apart from and
in addition to reading the briefs the parties on both sides
submit (Pipestem).

All of the Native law clerks interviewed cited specific
examples of occasions when their judge said something
incorrect or ignorant regarding tribal nations and tribal
citizens. Often, however, they felt they were able to explain
to the judge why the statement was inaccurate or harmful
(Pipestem).
Non-Native law clerks interviewed shared that the Native law
cases they worked on were perceived to be “nonsensical,”
“irrational” and inferior in a theoretical sense. They were
the cases that law clerks said they did not want to work on
(Pipestem).

PEOPLE LIVING IN SPECIFIC GEOGRAPHIES AND IN PROXIMITY TO INDIAN COUNTRY
Attitudes vary widely depending on where people live. For
example, according to our research, people in the Deep South
were more open to Native issues (GQRR), while people living
in the Plains and the Southwest were least likely to support
Native issues, were least likely to report recognizing that
Native Americans face ongoing discrimination, and ranked
as least supportive of issues facing Native peoples (Fryberg).
There is more regional variation in attitudes among college
students in our study as compared with the adult sample.
College students who have lived the longest in the Far West
region were most likely to report recognizing that Native
Americans face ongoing discrimination and ranked as being
more supportive of Native issues (Fryberg).
Proximity to Indian Country is also an indicator of attitude
and perception. In focus groups, people living near Indian
Country freely admitted their biases, while outside of Indian
Country, the issue was more invisibility than overt racial
bias. In states with a relatively high percentage of Native
Americans, rural voters showed less respect for tribal
sovereignty and rights than did more urban voters. This
finding may be, in part, because areas in and around Indian

Country tend to be more rural and politically conservative, as
opposed to large, progressive cities. It also may be fueled by
resentment among non-Natives who live near reservations
in areas of high unemployment and economic stress and
who falsely perceive that citizens of tribal nations receive
entitlements that they do not (GQRR).
Even within Indian Country, diverse opinions emerged
based on the relative prosperity of proximate tribes and
reservations (GQRR):
• Discussion in focus groups in Bismarck, North Dakota,
was the most extreme, with people freely admitting bias.
Their perceptions of poverty on the nearby reservation
affected their attitudes and stereotypes about Native
Americans in general.
• In Seattle, where people tend to be exposed to or aware of
some tribes that are relatively better off financially and
that have sound fishing rights and other assets, focus
group participants’ perceptions of Native Americans
were more favorable.
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GROUPS DEFINED BY RACE AND ETHNICITY, AGE, IDEOLOGY, AND OTHER CHARACTERISTICS
Several of the research studies allow us to look at responses
within specific groups, providing further insights about
potential stakeholders. Findings include the following:
• Of the African-Americans surveyed, 71 percent supported
reparations. However, 52 percent of African-Americans
polled also perceived that Native Americans unfairly
receive more from the government than do other groups.
This belief was shared by a majority of respondents from
all other ethnic and racial groups (GQRR).
• Hispanic adults, especially those who are more
conservative, are some of the most supportive of
Native issues, in part due to their perceived blood ties
with Native peoples; 68 percent of those surveyed are
supportive of doing more (GQRR).
• Younger, White, non-college-educated men are allies on
some issues. Only 20 percent of those surveyed support
a ban on Native-themed mascots, but they do support
Native Americans on most other issues — for example,
74 percent support expanding national monuments to
protect sacred Native lands (GQRR).
• College students from predominantly White universities
tend to lack knowledge about or close personal contact

with Native Americans. The more college students
are unaware or in denial of the prejudice, bias and
discrimination faced by Native peoples, the less they
report supporting Native issues (Fryberg).
• Of millennial women surveyed, 60 percent support a
ban on Native-themed mascots (versus 38 percent of
millennial men overall and 20 percent of younger, White,
non-college-educated men) (GQRR).
• White liberals said they support policies to remedy
inequities. They indicated that they may be confused
by Native issues, what Native peoples want and what
is in Native peoples’ best interest, and they often need
more information about how to move forward in a proNative way (Fryberg). However, the research notes that
aligning along partisan or ideological lines carries both
risk and reward, enlisting part of the country as allies
but potentially creating partisan gridlock and mitigating
real progress (GQRR).
• Opponents to Native issues, such as less-educated White
respondents, showed the potential to become allies
when presented with information about Native issues
(Fryberg).

PHILANTHROPY
Research with foundation leaders (GQRR) provides insights
into why just under 0.3 percent of total U.S. foundation
support explicitly benefits Native Americans. Those leaders
in our study who fund Native communities and issues said
they appreciated the different long-term vision, the Native
perspective on the history of the area or issue, and the
growth in cultural sensitivity and awareness.
Although members of this group show some romanticizing
and positive stereotyping, they don’t reveal negative biases.
On the contrary, they perceive threats like alcoholism and
cultural erosion as coming from outside the community,
fueled by structural racism, rather than from failings within
the communities. All of the funders interviewed expressed
willingness to increase giving to support Native peoples and
issues as long as it falls within their core mission.
To move foundation leaders in this direction, the greatest
need is to increase the visibility of Native peoples and tribal
nations among foundations. Most foundations are coastal and
urban, and they fund projects they see around them. Many
in our study perceived that their geographic area does not
include a significant Native presence. However, even those
who do take a regional focus admitted to a knowledge gap
about tribes in their region. Most failed to see the presence
of Native Americans living in urban centers.
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Other issues include the following:
• Capacity. Funders in our study perceived that many
tribes lack the technical expertise to fill out a complicated
grant application. They perceived that this may be due
to the high rate of turnover in tribal governments. For
example, one person may have been trained in grant
writing and developed a relationship with the funder,
but then that person leaves and a new person without
that knowledge comes on board. Funders in our study
saw nonprofit groups as quite sophisticated and noted
that regional nonprofits are working with tribes in their
region to help them access funding. Some funders also
reported adapting application and reporting processes to
be more flexible.
• Cultural competency. According to most funders in our
study, they have no Native voices in their leadership
or board, lack cultural competency, and may not fully
understand Native issues. They reported worrying about
the risk of inadvertently offending Native Americans.
Some assumed to know what’s best or to make decisions
based on mainstream practices that do not align with
Native practices. For example, if a funder makes decisions
based on traditional grant evaluation methods that
prioritize reaching high numbers of people, it may decline
funding opportunities in sparsely populated tribal areas
with less quantifiable, but equally important, results.

Those working on behalf
of other people of color —
especially in the Latino
community — noted
the shared history of
discrimination and were
open to strengthening
alliances that create
mutual benefit.

THOUGHT LEADERS
One component of the research included interviews with leaders in
business, faith and civil rights organizations. Findings included the
following (GQRR):
• Business. According to the business leaders interviewed, doing
business in Indian Country poses unique challenges for companies,
and sovereignty is seen as a barrier to private business growth on
reservations. However, the business leaders in our study also saw
significant opportunities for growth. They associated Native Americans
with environmentalism and described proximate tribes as stewards
and protectors of the land. Some mentioned the close-knit and familyoriented Native communities and noted that they prefer contracting
with Native companies, which they said tend to be relatively small and
family owned, because of the focus on creating and maintaining close
relationships.
• Faith. Leaders in our study said that Native spirituality can be
misunderstood, romanticized or treated as a New Age fad rather
than something ingrained in culture. Christian ministries, they
said, experience pushback from non-Natives who cannot reconcile
Christianity and Native spirituality, which they view as mutually
exclusive. They noted that non-Natives in the faith community may
harbor a false sense that the United States is taking adequate care of its
Native peoples and that their needs are being met through government
programs, subsidies and handouts. Members of the faith community
in our study therefore turned their focus and resources to missions in
Third World countries, where they believe their philanthropic outreach
can have greater impact.
• Civil rights. Civil rights leaders in our study perceived Native peoples
to be notably absent from the national conversation around race and
diversity. Those working on behalf of other people of color — especially
in the Latino community — noted the shared history of discrimination
and were open to strengthening alliances that create mutual benefit. (To
some policy elites, however, viewing Native peoples in primarily racial
terms rather than political terms is dangerous, as political recognition
as a sovereign nation should give each tribe a stronger voice above and
beyond that of other ethnic and racial groups.) Civil rights leaders said
they see more power in numbers and thus recommended reducing
conflicts among tribes and joining together to increase their visibility.
We gained additional insights on stakeholders in the narrative testing
research we completed at the end of this project. Please see page 40 for
details.
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THE MOVEMENT LEVERAGED THE POWER OF SOCIAL AND ALTERNATIVE MEDIA, COMBINED
WITH ADVOCACY FROM CELEBRITIES, TO FORCE COVERAGE BY MAINSTREAM MEDIA
Truly, such amplification would not have been possible
without social media and alternative media. In line with
the historical erasure of Native peoples, mainstream media
initially, and for quite some time, refused to report on the
Standing Rock movement. But “as Native Americans defined
their own struggles, you saw the White corporate media
struggling to change their coverage as well — or being forced
to,” Amy Goodman noted.
The first mainstream journalist to cover the movement,
Lawrence O’Donnell, later reflected on what prompted his
coverage. It was, quite simply, “one word. It was the word
‘trespassing.’” He shared that he “read a small item about
the protest.… It said that if the protests continued that the
protestors would be arrested for trespassing. And it was just
so stunning to me that the decedents of the very first people
to ever set foot on that land would be arrested by the invaders
of that land for trespassing. It just seems that the one thing
that Native Americans should never, ever be arrested for
would be trespassing. And that was the word that grabbed
me in the first article that I read about it.”
He further noted that it was not necessarily the substance
of the legal battle or “the history of the pipeline project in
that article” that inspired him into action. Instead, “it was
really just that word, that word ‘trespassing’ that made
me do my first piece about this on my show, which was on
August 25, 2016.”
Nick Tilsen witnessed Lawrence O’Donnell’s initial coverage
on August 25 and spoke about the power of his authentic
coverage of the movement on national TV: “He wasn’t just
acting. He was astounded, like, ‘Whoa, we’re doing this to
Indian people now in the 21st century? This is crazy.’ And
he was authentically moved by this and ... how wrong [it
was] on every level.... [When] he did his first piece and that
monologue ..., I think that it was one of the best monologues
ever done conceptualizing the Indigenous people’s issues....
And I think that it moved the hearts and minds of millions of
Americans.”
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Lawrence O’Donnell connected his two-minute monologue
on August 27 to the reaction on social media, recollecting
that “it was the shortest thing in the show, and it got a really
kind of explosive reaction on Twitter and on social media.
And that was fascinating to me because there were two kinds
of reactions. First, the surprise and outrage by people who
were learning about this for the first time. And then the
other far more interesting reaction, to me, was from people
who knew a lot more about it than I did, who were already
out there [from] different tribes … [whom] I discovered on
Twitter and on social media who had much more knowledge
about this. And so I started to feed off of that, and it became
this dynamic exchange through social media between my
show and the people who were way ahead of me on this.”
Just seven days on the heels of Lawrence O’Donnell’s
introduction of the movement to mainstream media, Amy
Goodman filmed the dog attacks on September 3, the
Saturday of Labor Day weekend 2016 — when Dakota Access
LLC purposefully bulldozed and destroyed the 27 burials
Standing Rock’s former Tribal Historic Preservation Officer
Tim Mentz had described in the affidavit he filed in court
the day before, on September 2. Combined with Lawrence
O’Donnell’s monologue from one week before, this coverage
made it impossible for the mainstream media to continue
to ignore the movement at Standing Rock. Comedian and
committed conservation activist Dallas Goldtooth remarked
that “Democracy Now! really kind of took it to a whole new
level after the [dog] attacks, and there was the good fortune
to have them there during that day.… Their presence and
journalism, you know, really opened — and I guess sent the
invitation for traditional media to start covering the story.”

“Citizen journalism was
absolutely critical for
providing access to breaking
news stories, as well as the
diverse viewpoints. Social
media was essential for
getting reports out to a
global audience.”
— Amy Goodman

In addition to alternative media, social media brought the Standing Rock
movement’s message to millions who otherwise would have never heard
of it. Amy Goodman stated, “Citizen journalism was absolutely critical for
providing access to breaking news stories, as well as the diverse viewpoints.
Social media was essential for getting reports out to a global audience.”
Indeed, as Dallas Goldtooth put it, “social media allowed immediate,
direct, one-on-one access and kind of this perception of unfiltered access”
to what was happening on the ground. And thus when asked to compare
Standing Rock with other historical Native-led movements like Wounded
Knee and Alcatraz, Reid Walker (MHA Nation) stated that “the biggest
difference now is that anybody with a phone with a camera on it is a media
representative now. And images and issues can be spun around the globe
in a matter of seconds now. So you can amplify and gain mass faster than
you ever could have back then.” As Judith LeBlanc reflected, social media
“gave an opportunity for people, grassroots folks to show, to explain, to
talk, to challenge people to think about why we must, we must take such
a … stand to stop the pipeline from being built. And the social media was,
I think, critical to the traditional media coverage, because as we can see
from Trump, Twitter matters, Facebook matters.”
Finally, the messaging (“Water Is Life” and “Stand With Standing Rock,”
among a few others) was amplified by a combination of highly effective
tribal leader messengers, community members, key media personalities
and highly influential celebrities—such as Shailene Woodley, Chris
Hemsworth, Ezra Miller, Mark Ruffalo, Ava DuVernay, Michael Moore,
Rosario Dawson, Katy Perry and Solange Knowles, as well as Saturday
Night Live personalities in the skit “Weekend Update” with Colin Jost,
Michael Che and Tina Fey. These celebrities were able to reach the
millennials and people with no other ties or connections to tribal nations
or Indian Country. Working together with grassroots Native activists and
tribal leaders, they were able to break centuries of silence and amplify a
message of sovereignty and solidarity that, to date, had been erased from
the dominant American narrative.
Shailene Woodley reflected that the Standing Rock movement felt
important to her “from the very first time I heard about it” because it was
“started by the youth of Standing Rock and nurtured and supported by [the]
tribal leadership of Standing Rock.” She continued, “The key component
that created the perfect storm for my participation and my passion for it
was ‘Enough is enough.’ I think any time any movement starts, it’s because
[we] are fed up and people have taken as much as they can possibly take.”
The final component, she shared, was what she saw as the “beautiful
opportunity for unification in a way that we haven’t really seen, at least in
my generation … [and] the community I grew up in,” the opportunity “to
know and to be educated about Native Americans from Native Americans,
not from outsourced media or from a narrative—a White narrative or a
Western narrative.”
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• 63 percent agree that Native American tribes should
have full legal authority on their own lands.

• 38 percent of people who believe they have Native
American ancestry say they are very willing.

• 67 percent support the Indian Child Welfare Act.

The Issue Narratives Move People

• 78 percent believe it is important to feature more stories
about Native Americans on TV, in movies and in other
entertainment (33 percent believe it is very important).

Participants who read our narratives consistently demonstrate
more support for all Native American issues (see Figure 2).

• The mascot issue is much more
difficult: 39 percent favor a ban on
Native American mascots, while 34
percent oppose a ban.
The Public Responds Strongly
to Our Overall Narrative

Figure 2.
Narrative impact
Sovereignty
Did not
hear
narrative

Heard
narrative

Indian Child
Welfare Act
Did not
hear
narrative

Heard
narrative

Mascots
Did not
hear
narrative

Heard
narrative

Culture
Did not
hear
narrative

*

• 41 percent of people who know a Native American report
willingness.
• 42 percent of fathers say they are very willing, compared
with 33 percent of mothers.
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About one-third (36 percent) of all participants in the online
survey said they believe they have some Native American
ancestry or relatives. Figure 3 shows various demographic
groups and compares their share of the general population
(e.g., 16 percent Hispanic) with their share of the 36 percent
who claim native ancestry (e.g., 22 percent Hispanic).
Figure 3.
Breakdown of people claiming Native American ancestry

Heard
narrative

Of those who read the overall statement
Support
63%
70%
67%
79%
39%
53%
78%
83%
of the new narrative (see page 40), an 81
percent majority said they agree with
Oppose
21%
12%
10%
5%
34%
24%
5%
5%
it, and just 5 percent say they disagree.
Net
Nearly 9 in 10 (88 percent) find it credible,
+16
+17
+24
+5
Difference
and two-thirds (65 percent) say they are
* There is less impact here because we support starts so high (78 percent).
willing to share it with others. Some of
the same allied groups we saw in previous
research respond more enthusiastically here: younger, more Perhaps the most impressive shift appears around the mascot
politically progressive and more racially diverse people. But issue, where the public has consistently demonstrated
this narrative also works well among conservatives, among resistance. After reading the narrative, 53 percent support
a ban, with only 24 percent opposed. The narratives not
men without a college education, and in Indian Country.
only help energize allies — such as younger people, political
While some variation emerges in terms of intensity, this progressives and people of color — but also have an impact
message also works across communities and geographies.
among more resistant groups, such as seniors, people
without a college education and residents of Indian Country.
• 81 percent of Whites agree, as do 80 percent of non-Whites.
• 82 percent outside of Indian Country agree, as do 75 Even more dramatically, the combined impact of the overall
narrative and the issue narratives awakens Americans to
percent within Indian Country.
ongoing discrimination against Native Americans. At the
• 85 percent of Democrats agree, as do 79 percent of
beginning of the survey, 34 percent of all participants believed
Republicans.
Native Americans face a great deal or a lot of discrimination.
• 79 percent of people younger than 30 agree, as do 79 By the end of the survey, 55 percent of those who read our
percent of people older than 65.
narrative believed Native Americans face a great deal or a lot
The groups who say they are most willing to share the of discrimination. Not only is there movement among some
of the allies identified in previous research (such as younger
narrative may be likely to become active in a campaign.
people and people of color), but there is also disproportionate
• 37 percent of African-Americans say they are very willing
change among groups less inclined to align as allies (such
to share this information, compared with 28 percent of
as Republicans, people in the Rocky Mountain states and
Whites.
people without a college education).
• 38 percent of Democrats say they are very willing.
• 37 percent of New Englanders report being willing, the Clues About Groups Who Are Our Allies and Should Be
Engaged First
highest regional total.
• 37 percent of younger, college-educated Americans say
they are willing.

A large potential ally group emerges among people who
believe they have Native American ancestry.

No hostile groups emerged in this survey. Some of the uglier
attitudes we have heard in some focus groups may well be
represented here, and some of these respondents may hold
stereotypes we have seen in the previous surveys. Yet it is
convincing that the majority of every subgroup here agrees with
our narrative. No broad group appears to be implacably opposed
to our efforts. Some groups, of course, form a base of likely
allies, some are movable, and some are simply tougher to reach.

Representation
Among General
Population

Representation
Among Those
Who Claim Native
American Ancestry

Men

48%

45%

Women

52%

55%

White

65%

58%

African-American

13%

17%

Hispanic

16%

22%

4%

3%

Younger than 50

57%

65%

Older than 50

43%

34%

Non-College-Educated

67%

74%

College-Educated

33%

26%

5%

3%

Middle Atlantic

13%

11%

East North Central

15%

14%

West North Central

7%

6%

30%

35%

Border states

7%

8%

Mountain states

7%

8%

16%

14%

Demographic Group

Asian

New England

Deep South

Pacific

These respondents consistently demonstrate more support
for Native American issues than other groups and are
among the most likely to move toward believing Native
Americans face discrimination. For example, 48 percent
of the respondents who believe they have Native American
ancestry support a ban on Native American mascots (even
without hearing the narratives), compared with 36 percent
among respondents who do not report having Native
American ancestry.
Given the numbers of respondents who believe they have
Native American ancestry, the degree to which they shift
in response to the narrative, their clear interest in Native
American culture, and their commitment to Native American
issues, these people strongly recommend themselves as
allies in this campaign.

Some of the biggest shifts occur among groups who are, on
other measures, more ambivalent about Native American
issues and communities. For example, support for the Indian
Child Welfare Act jumps 12 percentage points overall (net) but
19 points among seniors. Conservative women and older men
show the biggest shifts on sovereignty issues. Without reading
the narratives, only 38 percent of men without a college
education support a ban on Native American mascots; among
those who read the narratives, support jumps to 56 percent.
When it comes to perceptions of the amount of discrimination
Native Americans face, larger than average shifts in response
to the new narrative occur among younger men (from 36
percent believing that Native Americans face a great deal or
a lot of discrimination to 58 percent believing this), liberal/
moderate Republicans (from 28 to 47 percent), residents of
the Rocky Mountain states (from 28 to 49 percent), younger
African-Americans (from 40 to 70 percent), younger people
overall (from 40 to 67 percent), and people who believe they
have Native American ancestry (from 39 to 67 percent).
Considering the findings from this survey, and taking into
account quantitative research from 2017, we can define
priority audience segments for Reclaiming Native Truth (see
Figure 4).
Figure 4.
Population segments
Allies

Movable

Tougher

Younger noncollege-educated
Whites

Whites in Indian
Country

Asians

Seniors

Young men

Conservatives

Residents of
Northeast

Residents of Rocky
Mountain states

Older non-collegeeducated men

People who know a
Native American

Residents of Deep
South

Republicans

People of Native
American Ancestry

Liberal/moderate
Republicans

People of color,
particularly
Hispanics
Democrats
Liberals

Young, collegeeducated people
Young women

Young African
Americans
Fathers

Final Narratives for Use
Based on these testing results, Reclaiming Native Truth fine
tuned the narratives and developed two guides, one for Native
peoples and organizations and one for allies, with insights
on using the narratives and advancing narrative change. To
download the guides, please visit reclaimingnativetruth.com.
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more recent history. I’d like to suggest that this presents a unique
opportunity to recognize and honor the Indigenous people who
lived here before the white settlers came and literally stole their
land. Looking around Roseville I have not seen anything,
anywhere, which recognizes that the Dakota and Ojibwe people.
Not as street name, a building, a Heritage Trail maker, nothing.
Like other white people, I had never given it a moment’s thought
until recently, and I was very sad when I visited the Roseville
Historical Society last Winter and was told the history begins with
Isaac Rose in 1843.
I do appreciate that Parks and Recreation hosts Wild Rice
Festival and that this year the Music at the Rog included an
Indigenous band, and there are probably other things I am
missing. What I’d like to see is something permanent that can be
used as a catalyst for discussions of the full history of our City.
I’m going to push a little and say I would like to see two parks renamed. One in honor of the Dakota, and one in honor of the
Ojibwe. The fact that we have a park named for a woman who
was part of a Indigenous nation from the East Coast highlights
the fact that many of us have not understood or appreciated that
there were more than 500 Indigenous Nations in the US, and
many different nations/communities/tribes in Minnesota. If they
are discussed at all, they are usually lumped together as
Indigenous. How powerful would it be to change that right here,
right now, by taking this opportunity to separately honor both the
Dakota and Ojibwe. It matters. I know that Don Eubanks who is
from Mille Lacs and Dannah Thompson who is White Earth are
always very careful to say that they cannot speak for the Dakota.
It could be so beautiful!!! Like the Arts Roseville Mosaic Project
at the library, I imagine a project to honor separately honor the
Dakota and Ojibwe. If that was at two separate and distinct parks
it would be so powerful! It could always be a source of
discussion. If it is impossible to imagine two separate parks, I
hope in your discussions you will be attune to the fact that it is
important to understand who you are hearing from.
Ultimately I could be completely wrong. Maybe it’s not as simple
as making the two distinctions or maybe that’s not the most
important thing. This is another great example of a white person
thinking I know what is needed! Please take this as a suggestion
to encourage you to think big at this time and to suggest some
questions to ask before making your recommendations.
One other thing I would like to point out is that usually in October
the City of Roseville has a proclamation for Indigenous People’s
Day. . They are usually very generic. I have been pushing the
Human Rights, Inclusion and Engagement Commission and the
City Council to make all of the Proclamations more meaningful by
actually referencing how the proclamations are connected to
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residents in Roseville, and I have asked them to do programming
related to the proclamations too.
I know it’s virtually impossible to think you will have a new name
by October, but I think it would be great if along with this year’s
Proclamation, the Mayor could announce the work being done to
change the name of Pocahontus Park. I imagine in the future
every Indigenous proclamation could include references to the
park or parks that honor the Indigenous People and why it is
important to have them. The question that we like to ask when
we are looking at what the City is doing is “Is whatever this action
is meaningful, or it is just ‘checking a box’ to say we have done
something’. You have a perfect opportunity to make the
Indigenous People’s Day proclamation this year be more than
checking a box. I know there’s not much time but you could also
show that it is possible to move fast when the situation warrants
it.
Thank you again for your thoughtful consideration of this park
name. The fact that none of you questioned the need to change
the name gave me great hope that more and more people in our
community, and especially those representing our City, are ready
to accept responsibility and do the work to really live up to the
Inclusion and Respect Statement.
Thank you.
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Concern

Roseville is their ancestral lands. As an Ojibwe woman, it makes sense
to maybe not rename but rather revert back to the original name.
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From:
To:
Date:

Danielle Christensen
Contact Parks and Recreation Commission
Thursday, September 3, 2020 10:13:29 AM

Hello,
Thank you for taking the time to reach out to the Parks & Recreation Commission e-mail.
Community input is invaluable to the Parks & Recreation Commission.
All messages sent to the Commission will be included in Commission documentation for
review.
Please let me know if you have any questions.
Thanks,
Dani
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Danielle Christensen | Department Assistant – Parks & Recreation | City of Roseville
O: 651.792.7103
From: noreply@civicplus.com
Sent: Thursday, September 3, 2020 8:26 AM
To: *RVParksCommission <*RVParksCommission@metro-inet.us>
Subject: Online Form Submittal: Contact Parks and Recreation Commission

Caution: This email originated outside our organization; please use caution.

Contact Parks and Recreation Commission
Please complete this online form and submit.

Subject:

Pocahontas park name change

Contact Information

Name:

Pocahontas park name change

Address:

Ted Tessier

City:

Roseville

State:

MN

Zip:

55113

How would you prefer to
be contacted? Remember
to fill in the
corresponding contact
information in the fields
below.

Email

Phone Number:

Field not completed.
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Email Address:
Please Share Your
Comment, Question or
Concern

As an indigenous man and a Roseville resident I would really
appreciate changing the name of this park. There are plenty of
find names that could be selected from the Dakota language that
would be more appropriate for this land. I myself am Ojibwe But I
honor the fact that I live on Dakota land. Please consider
showing respect by changing this name.
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Matthew Johnson

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

noreply@civicplus.com
Wednesday, September 23, 2020 11:21 AM
Matthew Johnson
Online Form Submittal: Pocahontas Park Comments

Caution: This email originated outside our organization; please use caution.

The following form was submitted via your website: Pocahontas Park Comments
My thoughts and comments on Pocahontas Park:: Where did the name of this park come
from? Most of the other parks are named for there location, plot/area location name or our two
parks dedicated to our two lost police officers.
I would like to suggest it is time to change the name of this park. Even if there is a same street
name around the park, the park itself could be renamed.
I would like Parks and Recreation staff to contact me.: Yes
First Name: Sharon
Last Name: Gerber
Address:
City: Roseville
State: MN
Zip Code: 55113
Email address:

Additional Information:
Form submitted on: 9/23/2020 11:20:49 AM
Submitted from IP Address: 174.20.3.238
1
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Referrer Page: No Referrer - Direct Link
Form Address: http://cityofroseville.com/Forms.aspx?FID=426
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https://www.mnhs.org/ramseyhouse/learn/alexander-ramsey

Unless restricted by law, all correspondence to and from Roseville City government
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disclosed to third parties.
Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
*RVParksCommission
Online Form Submittal: Contact Parks and Recreation Commission
Friday, October 30, 2020 8:57:43 PM

Caution: This email originated outside our organization; please use
caution.

Contact Parks and Recreation Commission
Please complete this online form and submit.

Subject:

Pocahontas Park Re-name

Contact Information

Name:

Kelly Miller

Address:
City:

Roseville

State:

MN

Zip:

55113

How would you prefer
to be contacted?
Remember to fill in the
corresponding contact
information in the fields
below.

Email

Phone Number:
Email Address:
Please Share Your
Comment, Question or
Concern

Boozhoo,
My name is Kelly Miller. I am a resident of Roseville and also an
enrolled member of the Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe. I am the
Director of Department of Indian Work a program of Interfaith
Action of Greater St.Paul. As an indigenous women, I feel
offended when I learned there was a park in our city named
Pocahontas Park. I hope you are aware that her story that
Disney told is historically inaccurate. I feel that the park should
be renamed and I personally would like to see it be named in
Ojibwe. I am aware St.Paul is historically Dakota/Lakota land but
the Ojibwe people were also in the area. I am willing to help
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advocate for this event, participate and share information with the
American Indian community.
Miigwech,
Kelly

Unless restricted by law, all correspondence to and from Roseville City
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
*RVParksCommission
Online Form Submittal: Contact Parks and Recreation Commission
Sunday, November 1, 2020 7:58:53 AM

Caution: This email originated outside our organization; please use
caution.

Contact Parks and Recreation Commission
Please complete this online form and submit.

Subject:

Pocahontas Park

Contact Information

Name:

Kathy Ramundt

Address:
City:

Roseville

State:

MN

Zip:

55113

How would you prefer
to be contacted?
Remember to fill in the
corresponding contact
information in the
fields below.

Email

Phone Number:
Email Address:
Please Share Your
Comment, Question or
Concern

There is much to be done to educate our community about the
history of our land before it became Rose Township in 1850. Our
City has an opportunity to address that lack of acknowledgement
of that history beginning with re-naming Pocahontas Park. Based
on the work that Do Good Roseville has been doing in our
community, I want to share the following resources with you and
offer to help in any way we can.
I recently attended a program by Dr. Kate Beane, Director of
Native American Initiatives at Minnesota Historical Society on
place names. She is Dakota. Here is one of her TedTalks “The
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Lasting Legacy of Place Names” https://youtu.be/bBqqVEJ42iI.
Don Eubanks (eubanks289@msn.com). Don is a resident of
Roseville and he has served on the Imagine Roseville group. Don
is a member of the Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe and currently
teaches at Metropolitan State University. He has served as the
Director of MultiCultural Affairs at the MN Dept of Human Services
and on the board of American Indian Family Center. He hosts
Counter Stories on NPR. Here is a link to their program: “Counter
Stories: Restoring Native American names to Minnesotan
landmarks” (which also features Dr. Kate Beane)
https://www.npr.org/podcasts/414686898/counter-stories
American Indian Parent Advisory Committee for ISD623. They
meet every third Tuesday
https://www.isd623.org/calendar/american-indian-parent-advisorycommittee-meeting
American Indian Cultural Liaison for the school district. Contact
information is available at https://www.isd623.org/node/384
Corey Yunke, Community Relations Coordinator for Roseville
Police Department. The recently created Multicultural Advisory
Committee has 2 members who are Native Americans
Jamie Becker-Finn – MN House Representative for 42B. Jamie is
a Leech Lake Ojibwe descendent.
Dannah Thompson – Roseville resident and Roseville city council
candidate and descendant of the White Earth Reservation.
To connect with Native Americans living in Roseville, find out how
the Community Survey was conducted. According to the
published survey results in a random sample of 400 randomly
selected residents, they were able to ensure they had
representation from 2 Native Americans (out of an estimated 217
of 33,000 residents. This shows that it is possible to identify and
connect with specific populations. This means you should be able
to connect with not only Native Americans, but other nondominant cultures.
http://www.cityofroseville.com/DocumentCenter/View/30417/2020City-of-Roseville-PowerPoint-Presentation
Engage with the Roseville Library. They are always open to
programming ideas. They could help engage the community. Judy
Woodward is the History Coordinator at Ramsey County Library.
Judy does excellent historical programming and has a wealth of
contacts. Her email is: judith.woodward@co.ramsey.mn.us. Carol
Jackson is the Adult Programming Manager. Her email is:
carol.l.jackson@co.ramsey.mn.us.
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Dana Healy, the Executive Director of CTV North Suburbs, is very
well connected and has many options for community outreach
and programming to connect with residents. Her email is:
dhealy@ctvnorthsuburbs.org
Do Good Roseville did a program called “Ask an Indigenous
Person” which was a panel discussion.
https://www.ctvnorthsuburbs.org/videos/ask-series-ask-anindigenous-person/. You could reach out to the program
moderator, Nyia Harris, for contact information for the panelists
that participated. Her email is nyny9980@gmail.com.
Here is another organization to reach out to: Native Governance
Center. They educate, engage, and share information with the
broader community around topics related to sovereignty, nation
building, and Indian Country. . https://nativegov.org/programs/ .
Their website includes contacts for all of the Native Nations in
Minnesota: https://nativegov.org/resources/
Dr. Beane’s recent program “Reclamation at Bde Maka Ska:
Dakota Name Restoration and Community Advocacy in Public
Spaces.”, listed the following partners:
University of Minnesota’s Circle of Indigenous Nations
Department of American Indian Studies
The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Advising Office
College of Liberal Arts President's Emerging Scholars program
office
American Indian Student Cultural Center
American Indian Science & Engineering Society
American Indian Cultural House
Multicultural Center for Academic Excellence, and Housing &
Residential Life.
The work you are doing now is a critical step in the City’s stated
goal to be inclusive. The easy path is to do what we have always
done. We can use our tried and true methods to reach out to the
community, which will get the same results we have always had
and will continue to represent only our predominately white
residents. We can simply remove the offensive name and give it a
generic new name that takes the path of least resistance and
does not require or encourage future community engagement into
the full history of our City.
The richness of an individual's life comes from all of the people
we know and all of the experiences that we have, and the same
can be said for a community. I urge you to be courageous and to
use this as an opportunity to acknowledge the full spectrum of
people that make up our community and to acknowledge our full
history, warts and all.
Thank you.
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Kathy Ramundt
Do Good Roseville
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
Matthew Johnson
Online Form Submittal: Pocahontas Park Comments
Tuesday, January 26, 2021 10:01:55 PM

Caution: This email originated outside our organization; please use caution.

The following form was submitted via your website: Pocahontas Park Comments
My thoughts and comments on Pocahontas Park:: I am a lifelong Roseville resident and a descendent of white earth nation. I think you should
change the name of the park because this name does not honor Native Americans or our ancestry, but rather it reinforces negative stereotypes and
outdated images of indigenous peoples. Instead I suggest that you pick a Dakota name since we are on Dakota homeland after all!
I would like Parks and Recreation staff to contact me.: No
First Name: Nicole
Last Name: MartinRogers
Address:
City: Roseville
State: MN
Zip Code: 55113
Email address:

Additional Information:
Form submitted on: 1/26/2021 10:01:53 PM
Submitted from IP Address: 174.20.57.145
Referrer Page: https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https3A__m.facebook.com_&d=DwIFAg&c=wZIz6BR1yds6ABxMNYcTPKRj39yq004hegHRzkEIjMM&r=4aSj2T1ScELgvNU6rPLknKulconxbv__FLPALQT68M&m=UnZc8okAhsRmUPyBjd6VB_9scQ90xm7qopogM4Eg-b0&s=JivThSd4T04NJWZ1vkX-S7RnBqbXS8Be6_Ti20-Oyvo&e=
Form Address: http://cityofroseville.com/Forms.aspx?FID=426
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
Matthew Johnson
Online Form Submittal: Pocahontas Park Comments
Tuesday, January 26, 2021 7:18:23 AM

Caution: This email originated outside our organization; please use caution.

The following form was submitted via your website: Pocahontas Park Comments
My thoughts and comments on Pocahontas Park:: Pocahontas Park must be renamed. Pocahontas was not from this region. Just picking a famous
name does not honor our Native American/Indigenous brothers and sisters of Minnesota.
With kindness,
T
I would like Parks and Recreation staff to contact me.: No
First Name:
Last Name:
Address:
City: Roseville
State: MN
Zip Code: 55113
Email address:

Additional Information:
Form submitted on: 1/26/2021 7:18:21 AM
Submitted from IP Address: 174.219.145.39
Referrer Page: https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https3A__m.facebook.com_&d=DwIFAg&c=wZIz6BR1yds6ABxMNYcTPKRj39yq004hegHRzkEIjMM&r=4aSj2T1ScELgvNU6rPLknKulconxbv__FLPALQT68M&m=aDJXn1uyhwW2_H5k7fZAMueTxhNjKbtMqVejLF0Nt3A&s=9h0H0kf6cmLaEWcvleRNIt3i5nEfuV06zzUEnpLRHWQ&e=
Form Address: http://cityofroseville.com/Forms.aspx?FID=426
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
Matthew Johnson
Online Form Submittal: Pocahontas Park Comments
Monday, January 25, 2021 7:46:16 PM

Caution: This email originated outside our organization; please use caution.

The following form was submitted via your website: Pocahontas Park Comments
My thoughts and comments on Pocahontas Park:: Awful name for a mythological character. There are a number of Dakota place names for towns,
lakes, and parks in the region. Kaposia comes to mind in South St.. Paul. Minnetonka is another. Minnesota is a Dakota word, and an apt name for
the state. It translates In English as “land of sky blue waters.” Somebody hasn’t done any research on Dakota language place names, which would
be appropriate for any park in the Twin City region. Consult a Dakota language speaker. Contact Neil McKay at the U of Mn. He teaches Dakota
language there. We are all on Dakota homeland in Minnesota. The Dakota were here before the Chippewa, so my recommendation is to use a
Dakota word. Even naming it after the prairie rose in the Dakota language would be an honoring of the first Minnesotans, and honors Roseville.
I would like Parks and Recreation staff to contact me.: Yes
First Name: Mary Beth
Last Name: Faimon
Address:
City: St. Paul
State: MN
Zip Code: 55105
Email address:

Additional Information:
Form submitted on: 1/25/2021 7:46:13 PM
Submitted from IP Address: 97.64.251.150
Referrer Page: https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http3A__m.facebook.com&d=DwIGaQ&c=wZIz6BR1yds6ABxMNYcTPKRj39yq004hegHRzkEIjMM&r=4aSj2T1ScELgvNU6rPLknKulconxbv__FLPALQT68M&m=vc-_mMyfgW1YvP7rZz22L4_Gu-jv10SRvHkQG78U75k&s=oqrKo9iZqoC_uejmN-eW_qAuy_4sbQDC1JAXm0Ys7Uw&e=
Form Address: http://cityofroseville.com/Forms.aspx?FID=426
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
Matthew Johnson
Online Form Submittal: Pocahontas Park Comments
Monday, January 25, 2021 6:44:39 PM

Caution: This email originated outside our organization; please use caution.

The following form was submitted via your website: Pocahontas Park Comments
My thoughts and comments on Pocahontas Park:: This name is not only inaccurate and completely unrelated to any aspect of the land or people
who live and have lived in this part of Minnesota, or in Minnesota in general — it perpetuates a shameful stereotype of Native Americans. It’s
embarrassing that a park on Dakota lands, in the 21st century, bears this name. I call on the Parks & Rec dept. to not only remove this name from
the park, but to also produce a public apology, and to actively seek out Native American community groups in the metro area to work with directly
(and compensate!) to determine an appropriate name for this park.
I would like Parks and Recreation staff to contact me.: Yes
First Name: Sam
Last Name: Wegner
Address:
City: Roseville
State: MN
Zip Code: 55113
Email address: s

Additional Information:
Form submitted on: 1/25/2021 6:44:37 PM
Submitted from IP Address: 98.240.218.226
Referrer Page: https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http3A__m.facebook.com&d=DwIGaQ&c=wZIz6BR1yds6ABxMNYcTPKRj39yq004hegHRzkEIjMM&r=4aSj2T1ScELgvNU6rPLknKulconxbv__FLPALQT68M&m=AD_Rdy18peE_hGHFzpw5Vq49m3rSgoag9x4Z75nAOFs&s=ms8j_497QDU3cxndnzmGI3Ceii9FBZUrZehCpZI-Ojw&e=
Form Address: http://cityofroseville.com/Forms.aspx?FID=426

Attachment 10

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
Matthew Johnson
Online Form Submittal: Pocahontas Park Comments
Monday, January 25, 2021 6:31:58 PM

Caution: This email originated outside our organization; please use caution.

The following form was submitted via your website: Pocahontas Park Comments
My thoughts and comments on Pocahontas Park:: To name this park “Pocahontas Park” is not only offensive and perpetuates Native American
stereotypes but reinforces an idea that we are not separate sovereign nations, which we are.
I would like Parks and Recreation staff to contact me.: No
First Name:
Last Name:
Address:
City: Roseville
State: MN
Zip Code: 55113
Email address:

Additional Information:
Form submitted on: 1/25/2021 6:31:56 PM
Submitted from IP Address: 24.7.253.40
Referrer Page: https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http3A__m.facebook.com&d=DwIGaQ&c=wZIz6BR1yds6ABxMNYcTPKRj39yq004hegHRzkEIjMM&r=4aSj2T1ScELgvNU6rPLknKulconxbv__FLPALQT68M&m=72Stma0sYrFvvtmtaM5YFQ-9aJSlxJsSolEl3s069Us&s=oh9pd2MHJvFKtn17VK6VYOsK6K1uLh_ph80Y1HEJNRk&e=
Form Address: http://cityofroseville.com/Forms.aspx?FID=426

Attachment 10

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
Matthew Johnson
Online Form Submittal: Pocahontas Park Comments
Monday, January 25, 2021 6:28:10 PM

Caution: This email originated outside our organization; please use caution.

The following form was submitted via your website: Pocahontas Park Comments
My thoughts and comments on Pocahontas Park:: I think that in 2021 we can find a better name for this park,
perhaps a name that respectfully honors the Dakota people who were here before this was Roseville. Please consult
with local Dakota folks to remedy this.
I would like Parks and Recreation staff to contact me.: No
First Name: Marjorie
Last Name: Otto
Address:
City: Maplewood
State: MN
Zip Code: 55117
Email address:

Additional Information:
Form submitted on: 1/25/2021 6:28:08 PM
Submitted from IP Address: 73.37.192.185
Referrer Page: No Referrer - Direct Link
Form Address: http://cityofroseville.com/Forms.aspx?FID=426

Attachment 10

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
Matthew Johnson
Online Form Submittal: Pocahontas Park Comments
Monday, January 25, 2021 6:26:36 PM

Caution: This email originated outside our organization; please use caution.

The following form was submitted via your website: Pocahontas Park Comments
My thoughts and comments on Pocahontas Park:: Boozhoo,
My name is Emily and my family is from the White Earth band of Ojibwe. The name Pocahontas has no place here. Pocahontas was not a princess,
she was a child who was stolen from her home by white settlers. She also was not from this land. It would be far more appropriate to have a Dakota
name for this park, as this is Dakota land.
I would like Parks and Recreation staff to contact me.: Yes
First Name: Emily
Last Name: Kunze
Address:
City: Roseville
State: MN
Zip Code: 55113
Email

Additional Information:
Form submitted on: 1/25/2021 6:26:34 PM
Submitted from IP Address: 24.118.1.14
Referrer Page: https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http3A__m.facebook.com_&d=DwIFAg&c=wZIz6BR1yds6ABxMNYcTPKRj39yq004hegHRzkEIjMM&r=4aSj2T1ScELgvNU6rPLknKulconxbv__FLPALQT68M&m=sxxjsiZdtceDYRAB7Zad_vvkbHjQ2MkdDkJBcSIwebA&s=jDC8e-4TC6-r6fv5K54spQZFBdQGfThwGSuNYW8PP0o&e=
Form Address: http://cityofroseville.com/Forms.aspx?FID=426

Attachment 10

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
Matthew Johnson
Online Form Submittal: Pocahontas Park Comments
Monday, January 25, 2021 8:53:37 PM

Caution: This email originated outside our organization; please use caution.

The following form was submitted via your website: Pocahontas Park Comments
My thoughts and comments on Pocahontas Park:: I can't believe that this name has been used as long as it has been. It whitewashes the kidnapping
of a child and serves as a traumatic reminder of Trump's slurs against Elizabeth Warren. There is no Minnesota history wrapped up in there, either--it
provides no such value.
I would like Parks and Recreation staff to contact me.: Yes
First Name: Vidhya
Last Name: Shanker
Address:
City: Minneapolis
State: MN
Zip Code: 55113
Email address:

Additional Information:
Form submitted on: 1/25/2021 8:53:35 PM
Submitted from IP Address: 73.94.222.22
Referrer Page: https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http3A__m.facebook.com_&d=DwIFAg&c=wZIz6BR1yds6ABxMNYcTPKRj39yq004hegHRzkEIjMM&r=4aSj2T1ScELgvNU6rPLknKulconxbv__FLPALQT68M&m=Yg0xShOnOWvfwnd1pihcljaLR_J_mBpijVjkBWQRt2E&s=KZBpJDIx8yd5fjVyj1xEJh9d3JUkUranfxoPXqsOllo&e=
Form Address: http://cityofroseville.com/Forms.aspx?FID=426

Attachment 10

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
Matthew Johnson
Online Form Submittal: Pocahontas Park Comments
Monday, January 25, 2021 9:17:05 PM

Caution: This email originated outside our organization; please use caution.

The following form was submitted via your website: Pocahontas Park Comments
My thoughts and comments on Pocahontas Park:: Please change the name. This has nothing to do with Minnesota.
I would like Parks and Recreation staff to contact me.: No
First Name: M
Last Name: Jaralambides
Address:
City: HOPKINS
State: MN
Zip Code: 55343
Email address:

Additional Information:
Form submitted on: 1/25/2021 9:17:03 PM
Submitted from IP Address: 75.72.145.211
Referrer Page: No Referrer - Direct Link
Form Address: http://cityofroseville.com/Forms.aspx?FID=426

Attachment 10

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
Matthew Johnson
Online Form Submittal: Pocahontas Park Comments
Monday, January 25, 2021 9:50:49 PM

Caution: This email originated outside our organization; please use caution.

The following form was submitted via your website: Pocahontas Park Comments
My thoughts and comments on Pocahontas Park:: Pocahontas did not come from here. Not appropriate. I know some native folk who have
suggested naming it a place name (in Dakota) and honoring Roseville.   They suggested Prairie Rose (only using the Dakota word).   I think so,
too. Before naming something that uses a name from another culture.... Representatives from that culture should be consulted so as not to
unintentionally cause offence.
I would like Parks and Recreation staff to contact me.: No
First Name: Renae
Last Name: Storbakken
Address:
City: St. Paul
State: MN
Zip Code: 55119
Email address:

Additional Information:
Form submitted on: 1/25/2021 9:50:47 PM
Submitted from IP Address: 65.128.140.148
Referrer Page: https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https3A__l.facebook.com_&d=DwIFAg&c=wZIz6BR1yds6ABxMNYcTPKRj39yq004hegHRzkEIjMM&r=4aSj2T1ScELgvNU6rPLknKulconxbv__FLPALQT68M&m=V5802p_wyRUnDDkuHDPf0PTfwa9mg_uV0T4uyMYopjU&s=vqZW1F7H9gIA0BZ_3DyetxJf7Vt7rThqn5kDVZD4Lr4&e=
Form Address: http://cityofroseville.com/Forms.aspx?FID=426

Attachment 10

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
Matthew Johnson
Online Form Submittal: Pocahontas Park Comments
Monday, January 25, 2021 10:52:08 PM

Caution: This email originated outside our organization; please use caution.

The following form was submitted via your website: Pocahontas Park Comments
My thoughts and comments on Pocahontas Park:: Extremely disrespectful to actual Native American women. I am not sure where Roseville chose
to get another history lesson from but obviously not from any of the indigenous communities who’s land Roseville is located on. Walt Disney
should not be the source for naming a park.
I would like Parks and Recreation staff to contact me.: No
First Name:
Last Name:
Address:
City: Roseville
State: MN
Zip Code: 55113
Email address:

Additional Information:
Form submitted on: 1/25/2021 10:52:06 PM
Submitted from IP Address: 98.240.196.29
Referrer Page: https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http3A__m.facebook.com&d=DwIGaQ&c=wZIz6BR1yds6ABxMNYcTPKRj39yq004hegHRzkEIjMM&r=4aSj2T1ScELgvNU6rPLknKulconxbv__FLPALQT68M&m=rc7sEhgbOxM_Sr_GV0fm1YPCmiD3_tBM9GCvzNmU-JI&s=dgB7YLAfGt4ISekYzTjWeo9riM1JflNsAuWPUppgSok&e=
Form Address: http://cityofroseville.com/Forms.aspx?FID=426

Attachment 10

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
Matthew Johnson
Online Form Submittal: Pocahontas Park Comments
Monday, January 25, 2021 7:58:13 PM

Caution: This email originated outside our organization; please use caution.

The following form was submitted via your website: Pocahontas Park Comments
My thoughts and comments on Pocahontas Park::
1.) Pocahontas wasn’t from here
2.) With no reason or interpretation provided about such a name for a Roseville park, all this name does is perpetuate stereotypes of Native Americans
as all lumped together/all the same (actually there are over 500 distinct Native nations!), traps us in 1800’s imagery and erases actual living native
people, and elicits those harmful sexually inappropriate media depictions of Native women.
3) no, it does not “honor” us.
Please change this name and respectfully make wave for better change.
I would like Parks and Recreation staff to contact me.: No
First Name:
Last Name:
Address:
City: Roseville
State: MN
Zip Code: 55113
Email address:

Additional Information:
Form submitted on: 1/25/2021 7:58:11 PM
Submitted from IP Address: 73.88.39.26
Referrer Page: https://urldefense.proofpoint com/v2/url?u=http3A__m.facebook.com&d=DwIGaQ&c=wZIz6BR1yds6ABxMNYcTPKRj39yq004hegHRzkEIjMM&r=4aSj2T1ScELgvNU6rPLknKulconxbv__FLPALQT68M&m=OyME8oTPSMMKsgQhpAuGgNL_ktbpFHBd_LBs_dqasYs&s=LMwwVcweWs8YdH1e4R5pMSTx2QXApgw35FSrUhQoDDk&e=
Form Address: http://cityofroseville.com/Forms.aspx?FID=426

Attachment 10

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
Matthew Johnson
Online Form Submittal: Pocahontas Park Comments
Monday, January 25, 2021 4:36:35 PM

Caution: This email originated outside our organization; please use caution.

The following form was submitted via your website: Pocahontas Park Comments
My thoughts and comments on Pocahontas Park:: The name is ridiculous. Let's stop pretending like Native Americans are a myth and no longer
exist. Surely we can come up with a better name. If this name remains then it'll be a park my family and I are sure to avoid.
I would like Parks and Recreation staff to contact me.: Yes,No
First Name: Eamon
Last Name: Coyne
Address:
City: Saint Paul
State: MN
Zip Code: 55106
Email address:

Additional Information:
Form submitted on: 1/25/2021 4:36:34 PM
Submitted from IP Address: 192.203.201.3
Referrer Page: https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https3A__l.facebook.com_&d=DwIFAg&c=wZIz6BR1yds6ABxMNYcTPKRj39yq004hegHRzkEIjMM&r=4aSj2T1ScELgvNU6rPLknKulconxbv__FLPALQT68M&m=Ze-yNCdK_LY2RokkYkeeeMs9B0ohwQAzlL4OOyb_soo&s=j_ijbSsFrtg0ebmxkvVox4K-yZu2HY-q58Aec9B-06w&e=
Form Address: http://cityofroseville.com/Forms.aspx?FID=426

Attachment 10

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
Matthew Johnson
Online Form Submittal: Pocahontas Park Comments
Monday, January 25, 2021 4:36:08 PM

Caution: This email originated outside our organization; please use caution.

The following form was submitted via your website: Pocahontas Park Comments
My thoughts and comments on Pocahontas Park:: Please re-name this park asap! This is an inappropriate name, is not even a Dakota name and
serves no purpose other than perpetuating harmful myths and stereotypes of indigenous peoples. I don’t live in Roseville but the adjacent St. Paul
and that name shames all of us who live in Minnesota.
I would like Parks and Recreation staff to contact me.: No
First Name: Daniela
Last Name: Bell
Address:
City: St Paul
State: MN
Zip Code: 55113
Email address

Additional Information:
Form submitted on: 1/25/2021 4:36:06 PM
Submitted from IP Address: 73.37.219.205
Referrer Page: https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http3A__m.facebook.com&d=DwIGaQ&c=wZIz6BR1yds6ABxMNYcTPKRj39yq004hegHRzkEIjMM&r=4aSj2T1ScELgvNU6rPLknKulconxbv__FLPALQT68M&m=d67O3d-r-lEPzrN4fD7vL8V3o8NAJZmcmaKX3elAtEc&s=_O9pq62kZnA0q17wKAgfBPjKZOIbUcSweHjq0Xf0SMo&e=
Form Address: http://cityofroseville.com/Forms.aspx?FID=426

Attachment 10

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
Matthew Johnson
Online Form Submittal: Pocahontas Park Comments
Monday, January 25, 2021 3:47:38 PM

Caution: This email originated outside our organization; please use caution.

The following form was submitted via your website: Pocahontas Park Comments
My thoughts and comments on Pocahontas Park:: Change the name. It's long overdue and the continuous ask is tiring.
Change.the.name.
I would like Parks and Recreation staff to contact me.: No
First Name:
Last Name:
Address:
City: Roseville
State: MN
Zip Code: 55113
Email address:

Additional Information:
Form submitted on: 1/25/2021 3:47:36 PM
Submitted from IP Address: 68.168.185.32
Referrer Page: https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http3A__m.facebook.com_&d=DwIFAg&c=wZIz6BR1yds6ABxMNYcTPKRj39yq004hegHRzkEIjMM&r=4aSj2T1ScELgvNU6rPLknKulconxbv__FLPALQT68M&m=Y4JjYvQdbU0PFOg7zRLbpEBkT1YCvLc5q9Lv0mNI0ZA&s=ueplkvyovMPpoyJ05fG2biB9Fen1sY2B1zZn7d11uyY&e=
Form Address: http://cityofroseville.com/Forms.aspx?FID=426

Attachment 10

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
Matthew Johnson
Online Form Submittal: Pocahontas Park Comments
Monday, January 25, 2021 3:31:07 PM

Caution: This email originated outside our organization; please use caution.

The following form was submitted via your website: Pocahontas Park Comments
My thoughts and comments on Pocahontas Park:: Please change the name of this park. It's well past time to stop
honoring falsified, colonial histories that glorify pedophilia and genocide. Pocahontas wasn't her real name, and she
was kidnapped by a man a great deal older than her when she was a child of 12 years old. Please choose a different
name to honor Minnesota's Dakota history or something about the outdoors and be on the right side of history.
Miigwech (thanks)!
I would like Parks and Recreation staff to contact me.: No
First Name: Jennifer
Last Name: Hall
Address:
City: Minneapolis
State: MN
Zip Code: 55414
Email address:

Additional Information:
Form submitted on: 1/25/2021 3:31:05 PM
Submitted from IP Address: 97.127.87.218
Referrer Page: No Referrer - Direct Link
Form Address: http://cityofroseville.com/Forms.aspx?FID=426

Attachment 10

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
Matthew Johnson
Online Form Submittal: Pocahontas Park Comments
Monday, January 25, 2021 3:28:11 PM

Caution: This email originated outside our organization; please use caution.

The following form was submitted via your website: Pocahontas Park Comments
My thoughts and comments on Pocahontas Park:: This is Dakota homelands and the park should reflect the Indigenous people of the area.
Therefore it seems pretty inappropriate to name it after Pocahontas, who is not from this area. It comes off as disrespectful, in fact, since it seems as
though the people who named it believe all Natives are the same. Minnesota has a rich Indigenous history and we should honor it in an intelligent
manner. Lets move beyond stereotypes and do better.
I would like Parks and Recreation staff to contact me.: Yes
First Name: Marlena
Last Name: Myles
Address:
City: SAINT PAUL
State: MN
Zip Code: 55102
Email address:

Additional Information:
Form submitted on: 1/25/2021 3:28:09 PM
Submitted from IP Address: 98.240.250.236
Referrer Page: https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https3A__l.facebook.com_&d=DwIFAg&c=wZIz6BR1yds6ABxMNYcTPKRj39yq004hegHRzkEIjMM&r=4aSj2T1ScELgvNU6rPLknKulconxbv__FLPALQT68M&m=yopF4X9j3Un4Cm0vq078KR1CG6n8f3LP_gJ_d7Iq9us&s=SwpggbtRxJrhs9h4jrAYqIXy05PG9gqiqdrk7joOvSs&e=
Form Address: http://cityofroseville.com/Forms.aspx?FID=426

Attachment 10

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
Matthew Johnson
Online Form Submittal: Pocahontas Park Comments
Monday, January 25, 2021 2:54:00 PM

Caution: This email originated outside our organization; please use caution.

The following form was submitted via your website: Pocahontas Park Comments
My thoughts and comments on Pocahontas Park:: Really need to change the name of this park. Pocahontas wasn’t
even from this area, number one. Number two, having this park named Pocahontas with literally no reason,
interpretation, or historical ties to this area just serves to perpetuate stereotypes of Native people, that we are all the
same, and brings to mind antiquated and inaccurate imagery of who Native people are.
I would like Parks and Recreation staff to contact me.: Yes
First Name: Maggie
Last Name: Lorenz
Address:
City: Saint Paul
State: MN
Zip Code: 55113
Email address

Additional Information:
Form submitted on: 1/25/2021 2:53:58 PM
Submitted from IP Address: 71.34.21.134
Referrer Page: No Referrer - Direct Link
Form Address: http://cityofroseville.com/Forms.aspx?FID=426

Attachment 10

Matthew Johnson

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

noreply@civicplus.com
Monday, January 25, 2021 5:07 PM
Matthew Johnson
Online Form Submittal: Pocahontas Park Comments

Caution: This email originated outside our organization; please use caution.

The following form was submitted via your website: Pocahontas Park Comments
My thoughts and comments on Pocahontas Park:: It is violent that you would think naming a
park Pocahontas would even begin to honor tribes in MN. She wasn’t even from here!!!! Don’t
fake DEI work and actually do it. Connect with the tribes who used to inhabit the land of
Roseville.
I would like Parks and Recreation staff to contact me.: No
First Name:
Last Name:
Address:
City: Roseville
State: MN
Zip Code: 55113
Email address:

Additional Information:
Form submitted on: 1/25/2021 5:07:19 PM
Submitted from IP Address: 73.94.20.218
1

Attachment 10

Referrer Page: https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http3A__m.facebook.com&d=DwIGaQ&c=wZIz6BR1yds6ABxMNYcTPKRj39yq004hegHRzkEIj
MM&r=4aSj2T1ScELgvNU6rPLknKulconxbv__FLPALQT68M&m=B6kdVpJ6BA9y_E5ytyk5ua0FMT9mHBCu7QaMNiMBQ4M&s=YxQTuQE
GXJ6aYIc35zfsTzGnLgt0Q9r4YP2dN398UFM&e=
Form Address: http://cityofroseville.com/Forms.aspx?FID=426

2

Attachment 10

Matthew Johnson

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

noreply@civicplus.com
Monday, January 25, 2021 4:41 PM
Matthew Johnson
Online Form Submittal: Pocahontas Park Comments

Caution: This email originated outside our organization; please use caution.

The following form was submitted via your website: Pocahontas Park Comments
My thoughts and comments on Pocahontas Park:: I find it to be completely disgusting,
disrespectful and extremely offensive. Please remove the name immediately as this impacts
those who do live in the community and or attend their schools and spend money on business in
your city. My son who is native & black attends RAHS, plays sports in your city and his other
non White friends need to know they are respected and supported.
I would like Parks and Recreation staff to contact me.: Yes
First Name: Susan
Last Name: Montgomery
Address:
City: Saint Paul
State: MN
Zip Code: 55117
Email address:

Additional Information:
Form submitted on: 1/25/2021 4:40:36 PM
Submitted from IP Address: 174.219.14.197
1

Attachment 10

Referrer Page: https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http3A__m.facebook.com&d=DwIFAg&c=wZIz6BR1yds6ABxMNYcTPKRj39yq004hegHRzkEIj
MM&r=4aSj2T1ScELgvNU6rPLknKulconxbv__FLPALQT68M&m=dCi_vm3jZhFXVbU3OaHx3pBJuk9r2cX3w8zGBiJhgQA&s=dSt860yZxNo
Bt43cOBgL07qz8Fb7YkVC6AtL5et99zM&e=
Form Address: http://cityofroseville.com/Forms.aspx?FID=426

2

Attachment 10
From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
Matthew Johnson
Online Form Submittal: Pocahontas Park Name Feedback
Tuesday, April 6, 2021 11:49:34 AM

Caution: This email originated outside our organization; please use
caution.

Pocahontas Park Name Feedback
First Name

Katie

Last Name

Davis

Street Address
(Section Break)

Provide Feedback
Below

Hello,
I appreciate you taking this into consideration. As a white person,
I believe it is my responsibility to acknowledge the feelings of and
impact on BIPOC and others who are discriminated against. I
agree with changing the name of Pocahontas Park and I am
happy to live in a city where this is taken seriously.
Thank you,
Katie Davis
Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.

Attachment 10

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
Matthew Johnson
Online Form Submittal: Pocahontas Park Comments
Monday, March 22, 2021 10:17:44 PM

Caution: This email originated outside our organization; please use caution.

The following form was submitted via your website: Pocahontas Park Comments
My thoughts and comments on Pocahontas Park:: It’s been this name for years, part of history
I thought
I would like Parks and Recreation staff to contact me.: Yes
First Name: Nancy
Last Name: Bingham
Address:
City: Rockford
State: MN
Zip Code: 55373
Email address:

Additional Information:
Form submitted on: 3/22/2021 10:17:41 PM
Submitted from IP Address: 97.127.92 247
Referrer Page: https://urldefense.proofpoint com/v2/url?u=https3A__www.google.com_&d=DwIGaQ&c=wZIz6BR1yds6ABxMNYcTPKRj39yq004hegHRzkEIjMM&r=4aSj2T1ScELgvNU6rPLknKulconxbv__FLPALQT68M&m=FFsYqSV5A2ffRxc9LhdhUlqilxyNhZAcxTanC9-iU1Y&s=jVnhHtX1NKc8BkSoaQl5HzP73UpAj83B1iP1pzmdNBY&e=
Form Address: http://cityofroseville.com/Forms.aspx?FID=426

Attachment 10
From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
Matthew Johnson
Online Form Submittal: Pocahontas Park Name Feedback
Monday, July 5, 2021 2:39:46 PM

Caution: This email originated outside our organization; please use
caution.

Pocahontas Park Name Feedback
First Name

Chenar

Last Name

Howard

Street Number
Street Name
Street Type

Curv

Apt #

17

City

Roseville

State

MN

Zip

55113

Email Address
(Section Break)

Provide Feedback
Below

I fully support changing the name of Pocahontas Park to a more
inclusive name that is better associated with the Roseville, MN
area. I welcome the input of local Native American groups as
well. Thank you for considering this issue.
Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
Matthew Johnson
Online Form Submittal: Pocahontas Park Name Feedback
Wednesday, July 21, 2021 3:55:04 PM

Caution: This email originated outside our organization; please use
caution.

Pocahontas Park Name Feedback
First Name

Patricia

Last Name

Dankert

Street Number
Street Name

Field not completed.

Street Type

Field not completed.

Apt #

Field not completed.

City

Little Canada

State

Minnesota

Zip

55117

Email Address
(Section Break)

Provide Feedback
Below

I hope that you come up with something better than what they
plan to call Fairview Comm Ctr. I still have not found one
individual who agrees with the next to remember and impossible
to pronounce name. It will forever be "Fairview" as to most of us
this making a big deal about Indian names is ridiculous. Wonder
how many Indians living in Roseville were even consulted about
this name change.
Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
Matthew Johnson
Online Form Submittal: Pocahontas Park Name Feedback
Thursday, July 22, 2021 5:42:54 PM

Caution: This email originated outside our organization; please use
caution.

Pocahontas Park Name Feedback
First Name

Elyse

Last Name

Coleman

Street Number
Street Name
Street Type
Apt #
City

Roseville

State

Mn

Zip

55113

Email Address
(Section Break)

Provide Feedback
Below

As an ally who has many friends in and works with the Native
community in MN, I have never heard a Native say the way
Pocahontas' name and story has been colonized was ok or is not
offensive. It perpetuates trauma.
Please rename the park. This is one super small piece of
courtesy we can do for our Native relatives. It may be more
appropriate to ask the Dakota tribe what to name the space as
this is their land.
Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
Matthew Johnson
Online Form Submittal: Pocahontas Park Name Feedback
Thursday, July 22, 2021 9:23:00 PM

Caution: This email originated outside our organization; please use
caution.

Pocahontas Park Name Feedback
First Name

Naomi

Last Name

Krueger

Street Number
Street Name

Roselawn

Street Type

Avenue

Apt #

Field not completed.

City

Roseville

State

MN

Zip

55113

Email Address
(Section Break)

Provide Feedback
Below

I am in full support of changing the name of Pocahontas Park. If
it is offensive to people in our community and to the Native
American community, then changing the name to be in line with
our values makes perfect sense. It feels wrong to me to name a
park after a Native American woman who was mistreated and
whose story has been misrepresented in American history AND
who has no ties to Minnesota. Unless there is a compelling
reason from local Native American groups to change the name to
something else Native, then I would recommend changing it to
something else entirely. We live on stolen land. We need to be
respectful of that history and of the people whose ancestors have
deep roots here.
As a parent with young kids, I want my kids to live in a
community that takes these kinds of concerns seriously and
works to right wrongs of the past. It sets a really good example to
them and helps to build a community that is inclusive and
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considerate to all people, especially the historically marginalized
or oppressed. I am very thankful that the city is being thoughtful
about this and it makes me proud to live in Roseville.
I hope a name is chosen that has no connection to white
colonialism. Perhaps a name related to native plants, flowers, or
wildlife could be a good choice. Or a name connected to our city
values. The name should make all people feel good (or at least
neutral) when visiting this park or talking about this park. When
my kids visit city parks, they give them their own names that
remind them of the specific features of the park. Such as "rocket
ship park" or "Blue park" or "Dark Slide Spinney Slide." The kids
who use this particular part most might already have a name for
it.
Sincerely,
Naomi Krueger
Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
Matthew Johnson
Online Form Submittal: Pocahontas Park Name Feedback
Friday, July 23, 2021 8:24:16 PM

Caution: This email originated outside our organization; please use
caution.

Pocahontas Park Name Feedback
First Name

Jennifer

Last Name

Field not completed.

Street Number
Street Name

Field not completed.

Street Type

Field not completed.

Apt #

Field not completed.

City

Roseville

State

MN

Zip

55113

Email Address

Field not completed.
(Section Break)

Provide Feedback
Below

I believe it's far more important to learn about names/people,
whether good or bad, and gain lessons from the past rather than
castigating our communities for things that may be offensive.
Removing such things from our communities removes the stories
behind them, the lessons behind them; without lessons from the
past are doomed to repeat it over and over and over again.
I and my husband are for keeping the name as it is. We
appreciate your consideration in this matter and for allowing us to
give our input.
Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
Matthew Johnson
Online Form Submittal: Pocahontas Park Name Feedback
Tuesday, August 3, 2021 9:53:40 PM

Caution: This email originated outside our organization; please use
caution.

Pocahontas Park Name Feedback
First Name

Laura

Last Name

Hill

Street Number
Street Name
Street Type
Apt #

Field not completed.

City

ROSEVILLE

State

MN

Zip

55113

Email Address
(Section Break)

Provide Feedback
Below

Dear Committee Members
I live across the street from the Park and beg you to make the
name simple, if you choose to change it.
If you want a Dakota word, try Keya (turtle) as there have been
such in the little pond.
Hinhan (owl) would also be good - I hear them hooting from the
neighbors' trees in the night.
If an English word, how about All Welcome?
But please I urge you not to pick a word such as you have given
to the former community center. You must not know American
speakers if you don't know the word will be soon butchered; it
may even morph into something undesirable. And that's not
respectful.
Keep it simple!
Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.
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ROSEVILLE PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION
MEETING MINUTES FOR
September 1, 2020 6:30 p.m.
PRESENT:
ABSENT:
STAFF:

Arneson, Baggenstoss, Brown, Carlson, Dahlstrom, Heikkila, Hoag,
O’Brien, Stoner
Kim, Lenhart
Anderson, Brokke, Christensen, McDonagh, M. Johnson, R. Johnson

1) INTRODUCTIONS
Chair Hoag introduced the virtual Zoom format for the meeting due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
State Law allows for an exception to in-person public meetings during pandemics to ensure the
safety of commissioners, staff and the public. The public was still encouraged to participate in the
meeting using the Zoom platform.
2) ROLL CALL/PUBLIC COMMENT
Roll Call Commissioners: Arneson, Baggenstoss, Brown, Carlson, Dahlstrom, O’Brien, Hoag, and
Stoner.
Staff present on the call: Anderson, Brokke, Christensen, McDonagh, M. Johnson, and R. Johnson.
Chair Hoag called for public comment by members of the audience.
E. Djevi, 1056 Sharon, thanked the Parks and Recreation Commission for their discussion on the
name Pocahontas Park at the meeting this evening. He recommended that the Commission reach out
to people in the community who are of Native American heritage and include them in the renaming
process.
D. Thompson, 2425 Co. Rd. B2 W., shared that she is a descendant of the White Earth Ojibwe tribe
and wanted to relay how significant it is to her that this is on the Parks and Recreation agenda and
thanks the Commission for putting it there. She added that in reference to the name Pocahontas Park
she believes it contributes to Pan-Indianism as it places all Native Americans in the same category
when there are hundreds of different tribes throughout the United States. In addition, the name also
contributes to erasure by not honoring the tribes from Minnesota, as Pocahontas was from the East
Coast. Thompson also relayed that Pocahontas’ name was actually Matoaka and noted that if the
name is kept the city should honor her by using her actual name. However, she again reiterated that
Pocahontas was from the East Coast and she feels it is important to honor the native people of
Minnesota, specifically the Lakota peoples whose land Roseville is on. Finally, Thompson shared
that many native communities refer to Pocahontas as the first victim of human trafficking and she
feels that the use of her name for this park is very disrespectful. Thompson understands that there is
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no action planned at the meeting tonight. However, she is hopeful that this discussion opens the door
to begin changing the name and that the points she has made are considered.
K. Vandre, 2458 Holton St., lives in the neighborhood of Pocahontas Park. However, she does not
feel comfortable using the name Pocahontas Park and just refers to it as “The Park” to her young
children. She works with many tribal communities within the state of MN and has the same concerns
that have already been mentioned by other community members during this meeting. However, she
also feels that the Commission should take up a consideration of what a land acknowledgement
would mean to reflect our heritage in MN. In addition, she suggested a statement that looks at how
settler colonialism has contributed to all of the reasons that we are here and to look at what a land
acknowledgment would look like to rename this park and all other parks in Roseville. She stated that
this goes along with all of the racial and equity work that has been spurred this summer within the
community.
3) APPROVAL OF MINUTES – AUGUST 6, 2020 MEETING
Vice-Chair Dahlstrom moved to approve the minutes. Commissioner Baggenstoss seconds.
Roll Call
Ayes: Baggenstoss, Brown, Dahlstrom, Hoag, and Stoner.
Nays: None.
Abstain: Arneson, O’Brien.
4) PRESENTATION OF MINNESOTA RECREATION AND PARK ASSOCIATION (MRPA)
AWARD OF EXCELLENCE
Staff introduced Tracy Peterson, Awards Committee head with the Minnesota Recreation and Parks
Association (MRPA) and Parks and Recreation Assistant Director for the City of Edina, MN who
was presenting on behalf of the (MRPA). Peterson provided background on the MRPA and the
Awards Committee which oversees professional awards for individuals and the Award of Excellence
program which recognizes projects. The Cedarholm Community Building and Golf Course was
nominated, and won, an Award of Excellence under the “Administrative and Management
Strategies” category. Peterson congratulated Roseville Parks and Recreation on their innovation to
see Cedarholm beyond a golf facility, by creating ways to make it a year-round facility that focuses
on lifelong fitness and recreational opportunities. In addition, to creating a recreation space Peterson
noted that Cedarholm has also become a gathering place providing residents a sense of community
via new program offerings outside of golf.
Brokke thanked Peterson for taking the time to present the award and thanked staff for their
commitment and initiative to the project.

Attachment 10.1

Attachment 10.1

Attachment 10.1

Attachment 10.1

Attachment 10.1

Attachment 10.1

Attachment 10.1

Attachment 10.1

Attachment 10.1

ROSEVILLE PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION
MEETING MINUTES FOR
December 1, 2020 6:30 p.m.
PRESENT:
ABSENT:
STAFF:

Arneson, Baggenstoss, Brown, Carlson, Dahlstrom, Heikkila, Hoag, Kim,
Lenhart, O’Brien, Stoner
Brokke, Christensen, M. Johnson

1) INTRODUCTIONS
Chair Hoag introduced the virtual Zoom format for the meeting due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
State Law allows for an exception to in-person public meetings during pandemics to ensure the
safety of commissioners, staff and the public. The public was still encouraged to participate in the
meeting using the Zoom platform.
2) ROLL CALL/PUBLIC COMMENT
Roll Call Commissioners: Arneson, Baggenstoss, Brown, Carlson, Dahlstrom, Heikkila, Kim,
Lenhart, O’Brien, Hoag, and Stoner.
Chair Hoag called for public comment by members of the audience. No one indicated a desire to
speak.
3) APPROVAL OF MINUTES – NOVEMBER 5, 2020 MEETING
Vice-Chair Dahlstrom moved to approve the minutes. Commissioner Lenhart seconds.
Roll Call
Ayes: Arneson, Baggenstoss, Brown, Dahlstrom, Hoag, Lenhart, O’Brien and Stoner.
Nays: None.
Abstain: Heikkila.
4) POCAHONTAS PARK NAME DISCUSSION
Staff began with a review of the previous background that the Commission has completed on the
Pocahontas Park name discussion, including:
• Reviewing the history of Pocahontas
• Utilization of the Government Alliance of Racial Equity (GARE) Racial Equity Toolkit as
the framework to examine the issue
• Identifying and agreeing upon engaging the communities that are directly impacted by the
name
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•

Utilizing the process as a potential opportunity to educate the Commission and community
on Native Americans in Minnesota

As part of the process it was identified to reach out to members of the Dakota Tribe as the land
would have been theirs historically.
Shannon Geshick, Executive Director of the MN Indian Affairs Council, founding member of the
Roseville Indian Affairs Parent Committee, a consultant with the St. Paul School District Indian
Education Program as well as a Roseville Resident was introduced to the Commission by staff. Ms.
Geshick thanked staff for the introduction and also added that she is a mother, grandmother and a
member of the Bois Forte Band from Northern Minnesota. She relayed that she was very
appreciative of the outreach that the Commission has already done. In addition, she reiterated that
the Dakota should be included in the discussion as Pocahontas Park would be on their ancestral land.
Geshick relayed that Pocahontas is not a villainous character. However, there is a concern of
historical inaccuracies, as the victor has the advantage of telling the story. To address this there has
been a push for updating stories with truth telling that would highlight multiple perspectives. In
addition, she shared that a conquered people can sometimes be seen as “mythical people” instead of
modern people. However, indigenous peoples are doctors, lawyers, etc. all living current lives. She
explained that this could be a good opportunity to tell a shared story and bring indigenous peoples
into modernity.
Commissioner Stoner asked if the name should honor an indigenous person.
Ms. Geshick relayed that she only speaks on behalf of herself, she acknowledged that she feels that
reclaiming the name and honoring what it once was is a good idea. She stated that she did not know
Roseville’s naming policy. However, she offered using the name of a Dakota person such as
Lieutenant Governor, Peggy Flanagan. She also added the idea of “#landback” which would give the
land back to the Dakota people.
Chair Hoag questioned if the name needed to be changed if an educational component was added at
the park.
Ms. Geshick responded that she does not find the name Pocahontas personally offensive. However,
she noted that there is a thriving Native American community/culture and history in MN that could
be reflected in the name and this could potentially be a good opportunity for this teaching.
Commissioner Dahlstrom asked Ms. Geshick how you give historical significance to a place without
losing the education of modern indigenous people.
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Ms. Geshick responded that there are multiple avenues to historical knowledge. However, an
acknowledgement that indigenous people are still here is important with projects
Commissioner Baggenstoss added that indigenous people are not only modern but are a valuable
piece of the world. He acknowledged that Roseville has the opportunity to do the right thing and get
in front of the discussion as it pertains to the name Pocahontas.
Commissioner Arneson suggested having a QR reader at the park to connect park-goers with
educational information about the native people who originally lived on the land.
Commissioner O’Brien noted that she has read much of the information put out by the Roseville
Historical Society. However, she relayed that it generally all starts with Rose Township. She stated
that she would like to read about the Dakota people who were here originally. She added that
partnering with indigenous communities to provide educational experience at the park would be a
great opportunity.
Ms. Geshick commended the Commission for the work they have done already. She said that any
recommendations that she would have offered (include the native voice, contact native agencies,
include the Dakota Tribe) have already been addressed by the Commission.
Staff asked Ms. Geshick what Parks and Recreation can do to further the narrative that indigenous
people are still here as a modern people.
Ms. Geshick responded that the Commissioners has already discussed some great ideas such as:
Using the QR code to connect to a website that has historical and current information, include tribal
nation information, and highlight current indigenous people. She noted that Roseville could be a
model for other cities.
Commissioner Heikkila recognized Youth Commissioner Andrew Kim who brought this topic to the
Commission originally.
Former Mayor, John Kysylyczyn, provided a review of Roseville City Code 204 and 205 to the
Commission. He relayed that it appears to him that much of the information in the Pocahontas Name
Process falls under 205 and may fall under the Human Rights Inclusion and Engagement
Commission (HRIEC). In addition, he noted that he does not believe that a Commission has the
authority to engage other sovereign government bodies, discuss reparations or land donations. In
addition, he noted that historical research would be done by the Roseville Historical Society.
Kysylyczyn noted that he does not have any evidence of historic settlements on the specific piece of
land that Pocahontas Park sits on. He acknowledged that per the Roseville Park Naming Policy parks
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are only named after fallen Roseville officers. Kysylyczyn brought up different examples of parks
that would need to be revisited if the park naming policy is no longer followed and parks are named
after people other than fallen Roseville officers. He noted that there is a specific naming policy and
he feels that the Parks Commission is obligated to follow that. Finally, he cautioned the Commission
that he feels members of the City Council may not appreciate the Commission engaging other
sovereign governments without approval.
K. Vandre, Thanked Ms. Geshik for being at the meeting. She relayed that she lives in the
Pocahontas park neighborhood and she does not feel comfortable using the name of the park. She
relayed her appreciation to the Commission for taking up the issue. Also, she pointed out that if we
are worried about policies, Pocahontas was a real person. Therefore, if we are worried about having
parks named after people, and following policies, the park name should be changed. She also relayed
that the HRIEC should be involved in this process. In addition, she felt that the public should be
allowed to have a voice. She concluded by stating that the people whose land was taken should
especially have a voice in the discussion and not including them would be wrong.
Commissioner O’Brien reconfirmed that the Commission is thinking about a strategy that would be
proposed to the City Council and is currently in the information gathering stage. Staff confirmed that
is where the Commission is at with gathering information to present at a joint meeting with the City
Council in early 2021.
Commissioner Baggenstoss added that there is nothing wrong with bringing new voices to the table
and asking questions. He added that if in the end, the worst thing to come out of all of this is that
more people believe in government, the Commission is on the right track.
The Commission discussed next steps in the process, including reaching out to representatives of the
Dakota Nation and the Roseville Historical Society. They also discussed meeting with the City
Council and if any additional information was needed prior to that meeting.
Commissioner Stoner noted that he would like to potentially have this as a topic next month, if
possible.
Staff clarified the process and reasoning for having a joint meeting with the City Council as a next
step, as it will ensure clear communication, guidance and support for the renaming of Pocahontas
Park to the Commission.

RESIDENT
«fullStreetName»
ROSEVILLE, MN 55113
Friday, August 27, 2021

Dear Pocahontas Park Neighbor:
As you have likely heard, over the past year the Parks and Recreation Commission has been learning more and
engaging with the community about the appropriateness of the name of Pocahontas Park.
Specifically, some have raised concerns that the name may be offensive and harmful to Native Americans in the
community. Some of the specific concerns include:
•
•
•

Pocahontas, the person, doesn’t appear to have had any ties to the state of Minnesota.
Historical and pop-cultural representations of Pocahontas differ greatly from the history that her tribe shares.
Research shows that glorification of historically inaccurate portrayals of past Native Americans can be harmful
to present day Native Americans.

The Parks and Recreation commission has spent several months working through an Engagement and Analysis Plan,
learning more and engaging impacted communities on this issue. Enclosed is a flyer with more information about the
process and conversation to date. Additional information and an opportunity to provide feedback is also available at
cityofroseville.com/pocahontaspark.
The analysis of the issue will culminate on Tuesday, September 7 at 6:30pm where the Commission will hold a
listening session to hear the opinions of residents and others who wish to have input on the subject and discuss the
issue. The meeting can be attended in person at Roseville City Hall or virtually at cityofroseville.com/attendmeeting.
If you are unable to attend the meeting, written feedback will be accepted at cityofroseville.com/pocahontaspark
through Monday, September 6.
Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions.

Matthew L. Johnson
Assistant Parks and Recreation Director
(651) 792-7102
Matthew.johnson@cityofroseville.com
2660 CIVIC CENTER DRIVE ~ ROSEVILLE, MN 55113
651-792-7006 ~ FAX 651-792-7100 ~ CITYOFROSEVILLE.COM/PARKS
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Roseville looks to rename Pocahontas Park
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Watch Live

Roseville looks to rename Pocahontas Park
By Babs Santos | Published March 22 | Roseville | FOX 9

ROSEVILLE, Minn. (FOX 9) - The city of Roseville is moving to change the name
of one of its parks after hearing from Native Americans on why the current
name offends them.
The park is named after Pocahontas, but Pocahontas came from a tribe
farther east. This offends the Dakota people who say the Roseville park should
bear a name that reflects the caretakers of the land.

Roseville looks to rename Pocahontas Park

The city of Roseville is moving to change the name of one of its
parks&nbsp;after hearing from Native Americans on why the current name
offends them.

"The story of Pocahontas that people see on Disney is a very incorrect and
inaccurate history of what happened with this young woman," Minnesota
Indian Women Resource Center CEO Marisa Comings told FOX 9.
"It’s frustrating," Executive Director of Lower Phalen Creek and Waká Tipi
Center Maggie Lorenz said. "This type of name and imagery is harmful to our
communities… it really places us in the 1800’s context."
"If it’s a name that’s been mischaracterized and misused by Walt Disney, then
maybe it isn’t appropriate to keep the name of the park Pocahontas," John
Bantle said.

https://www.fox9.com/news/roseville-looks-to-rename-pocahontas-park
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Roseville considers renaming Pocahontas Park - StarTribune.com

The name fuels misunderstanding about the breadth and diversity of the hundreds of
Indigenous communities across the country, Ducheneaux said.
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"Oftentimes, when we are quote-unquote being honored, it s as if we are monolith," he
said. "We are not viewed as distinct or individual tribal nations."
The Twin Cities is the ancestral homeland of the Dakota people. Johnson said the city
has reached out to Dakota tribal members, but city staff understand that Indigenous
communities can be inundated with these types of requests.
So far, the debate around the name change has been measured, Johnson said. Ducheneaux said Roseville s process appears to be thoughtful and pragmatic, but he cautioned
leaders not to get hung up on perfection.
Johnson said the city is accepting suggestions for possible names. Some parks
commissioners have pondered at past meetings if the park should be renamed to honor
local people.
Shannon Geshick, executive director of the Minnesota Indian Affairs Council, threw out
some ideas for a renaming when she spoke to the parks commission last December.
"My initial thoughts were to bring a modern name or a modern person," Geshick said,
suggesting the park could honor a Dakota person or Lt. Gov. Peggy Flanagan, who is a
member of the White Earth nation.
The city will host a public listening session about the park name at 6:30 p.m. on Sept. 7
at City Hall.
RELATED

Sign up for the new Eye on St. Paul newsletter
We'll keep you informed on all things St. Paul. Delivered straight to your inbox each weekday.

(http://newsletters.startribune.com/pages/1788361/29164)

Shannon Prather covers Ramsey County for the Star Tribune. Previously, she covered philanthropy
and nonprofits. Prather has two decades of experience reporting for newspapers in Minnesota,
California, Idaho, Wisconsin and North Dakota. She has covered a variety of topics including the legal
system, law enforcement, education, municipal government and slice-of-life community news.
Shannon.Prather@startribune.com

612-673-4804

ShannonMPrather

https://www.startribune.com/roseville-considers-renaming-pocahontas-park/600084515/
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Mission Statement
To provide ethical, efficient, and responsive local government, in support of community aspirations, guided by
policies of the City Council, and implemented by professional staff, to ensure that Roseville remains strong,
vibrant, and sustainable for current and future generations.

Community Aspirations

As a community, we aspire to be:
Welcoming, inclusive, and respectful
Safe and law-abiding
Economically prosperous, with a stable and broad tax base
Secure in our diverse and quality housing and neighborhoods
Environmentally responsible, with well-maintained natural assets
Physically and mentally active and healthy
Well-connected through transportation and technology infrastructure
Engaged in our community’s success as citizens, neighbors, volunteers, leaders, and businesspeople

Inclusion and Respect Statement

The City of Roseville strives to be a welcoming and inclusive place for all. We are committed to promoting
respectful conduct, equitable service, and diversity in our community. We condemn discrimination by or against
residents, visitors, workers, city employees or city businesses. In all that we do as a City government, we
pledge to treat everyone fairly, respectfully, and without bias, regardless of their color, creed, religion, national
origin, gender, marital status, familial status, immigration status, sexual orientation, age, income, or disability.

City Priority Plan

The City Council has determined that there will be three strategic priorities that the City will focus on in 2017
and 2018: Economic Development, Inclusive Community and Governance, and Capital Improvements.
See the complete 2017-18 City Priority Plan

More

Attachment 19

Pocahontas Park Name - Community Engagement and Analysis Plan
UPDATED March 2021
Progress tracked in BLUE – Updated July 27, 2021

Background
Pocahontas Park, located on 2540 Pascal, has been in the Roseville Parks and Recreation system
since the 1960s. Its original naming did utilize a community process.
Recently, some community members have expressed some concern that the name may cause
harm to Native Populations. Community members noted the following concerns:
• Pocahontas, the person, has no direct ties to Minnesota, Minnesota’s current Native
populations or the indigenous populations who originally inhabited Minnesota.
•

The popular, commonly told, narrative of Pocahontas’ life focuses primarily on her
assimilation to European culture such as her conversion to Christianity and taking a
European name. The version of events told by her tribe (The Powhatan) says that
Pocahontas was exploited and victimized by the European settlers.

Although there have been some preliminary general comments from the community, the topic
has not been widely discussed in a formal way. In accordance with the Government Alliance on
Racial Equity (GARE) Toolkit, and City standards for engagement, it has been suggested by the
Parks and Recreation Commission that a comprehensive engagement process be undertaken to
ensure that the:
• Issue is thoroughly understood.
• Impacted populations are aware of the conversation and have the opportunity to
participate.
• Recommendations are thoroughly vetted and that feedback of all Roseville residents
is considered.

I.

Objective

To engage the impacted communities to assess the impact of the name on their feeling of being
“welcomed, included and respected” in Roseville, including the:
•
•
•
•

Native American people who live in Roseville
Indigenous populations of Minnesota
Neighbors of Pocahontas Park
Entire Roseville community

Utilize the process as a potential opportunity for education on Native Americans in Minnesota
for the Parks and Recreation Commission and the Community.
Develop relationships with the Native Community that can lead to greater long term, ongoing
engagement.
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III.

Engagement

Based on the information provided above, the following groups and strategies have been
identified for engagement. Next to each strategy, a proposed responsible person is listed in
parentheses. For further commentary/methodology, see Section V. Implementation.
Native Americans who live in Roseville
o Engagement Strategies:
 Public notice that the Parks and Recreation Commission is seeking
comment on the issue (Staff)
• Ongoing, will be done again before Sept 7


Project webpage (Staff)
• Cityofroseville.com/Pocahontaspark



Public meeting (likely virtual due to COVID 19) (Staff/Commission)
• Sept 7
•
Connecting through personal resources
• Wild Rice Festival Participants (Staff)
• Have reached out to/followed up with several individual leads
• Attended the Indigenous dance concert at Central Park
City newsletter (Staff)
• Article in March/April newsletter
Others
• Flyers
• Poster Boards
• Attended Meeting of Roseville American Indian Parent Advisory
Committee
Target: minimum 10 people.








Native Americans who live outside of Roseville but have expertise on impacts of names on a
population
o Engagement strategies
 Specific invitations:
• Minnesota Indian Affairs Council
o Shannon Geshik discussed with the Commission on
December 1, 2020.
• Roseville Area School Native American Parent Group
o Staff attended a meeting in April.
• U of M American Indian Studies leaders/faculty
o Reached out, no response.
• Minnesota Historical Society
o The Commission has been provided links to two webinars
presented by Dr. Kate Beane, one regarding naming issues.
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•

St. Paul Public Schools Indian Education Program
o Received feedback from John Bobolink
Native Governance Center
o Staff spoke with Executive Director, Wayne Ducheneaux in
November.

•

Target: 2 or 3 experts

•

Neighbors of Pocahontas Park
o Engagement method
 Direct mailing
• Notice was mailed to nearby homes as part of the Discover Your
Parks Mailing.
• Direct mailing will be sent to those identified in this plan prior to
the Sept. 7 listening session.
 Electronic notice
• Cityofroseville.com/Pocahontaspark
• News update posted
 Listening session
• September 7
 City newsletter
• Included in the March/April newsletter
 Direct Engagement
• Staff/Commissioners plan to attend Discover Your Parks at
Pocahontas park.
• Staff attended the Indigenous Dance performance in Central Park to
solicit feedback.
 Target: 25 people
Roseville residents beyond the park neighborhood








Direct mailing
• Notice was mailed to nearby homes as part of the Discover Your
Parks Mailing.
• Direct mailing will be sent to those identified in this plan prior to
the Sept. 7 listening session.
Electronic notice
• Cityofroseville.com/Pocahontaspark
• News update posted
Listening session
• September 7
City newsletter
• Included in the March/April newsletter
Direct Engagement
• Staff/Commissioners attended 7 Discover Your Parks events and
handed out flyers and solicited feedback.
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Staff attended the Indigenous Dance performance in Central Park to
solicit feedback.
• Display boards about the issue were placed in City Hall.
Target: 50 people
•



Sufficient Engagement Will Have Been Accomplished When:
•
•

IV.

A significant number of each of the stakeholder groups above have provided input (see
“targets” above).
Impacted groups such as neighbors, Roseville’s native community and the greater
Roseville community is aware of the issue and conversation.

Analysis

Parks and Recreation Commission Members shall review and analyze the data collected and
make a recommendation to the City Council to either keep the name the same, change the name
or engage in further conversation on the issue. If the commission recommends a name change,
the City Council may ask the Parks and Recreation Commission to continue this process to
recommend a new name to the city council.
It is important to note that the City’s Racial Equity Narrative will be utilized in the analysis of
the data and the provision of a recommendation. This process is not intended to be a simple
“straw poll” on the issue.

V.

Implementation

The proposed process consists of (completed items italicized):
•

PLAN DEVELOPMENT
o November 5, 2020 – Parks and Recreation Commission developed draft
Engagement Plan. Agree that plan will continue to evolve as more information is
learned.
o January 2020 – Joint meeting with City Council to update on feedback received
and seek feedback.

•

INFORMATION GATHERING
 Commissioners heard from Shannon Geshik of the Minnesota Indian
Affairs Council, a Roseville Resident and member of the Roseville Indian
Education Parent Committee and Roseville resident. (See December Parks
and Recreation Commission meeting minutes)
 Staff Spoke with Wayne Ducheneaux from the Native Governance Center.
(Notes included in March Parks and Recreation Commission Packet)
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Received written correspondence from John Bobolink, St. Paul Public
schools. (Included in March Parks and Recreation Commission Packet)
Received written feedback from Metropolitan Urban Indian Directors
Group. (Included in March Parks and Recreation Commission Packet)
Other written reports and information sessions have been collected and
provided to the Commission. (See various Commission Packets and
meeting minutes).

o Community Listening Session (September 7, 2021)
 Share feedback that has been received
 Invite neighbors to participate
• Direct mailing to neighborhood
• Targeted mailing to Native American community (if possible)
• Social Media/Nextdoor
 Invite Native American residents to participate
 Utilize existing contacts at school district(s)
•

WEBSITE
o Overview of the discussion of the issue and updated
o Offer opportunity for residents to submit their feedback

•

WRITTEN FEEDBACK
o Allow experts to submit written feedback

•

IN PERSON ENGAGEMENT

The COVID 19 pandemic causes challenges to other vehicles for engagement thatmay be used.
Examples could include in-person community meetings and engagement at community events.
Staff and the commission will continue to analyze the viability of safely using these methods.
•

VI.

DELIBERATION AND RECOMENDATION
o Once sufficient engagement with all target populations has been reached, the
Parks and Recreation Commission will analyze the data received and develop a
recommendation for City Council. Their recommendation shall ensure that
impacted communities’ input and racial equity considerations are included in their
recommendation.

Accountability

The above process will strive to meet the following tangible benchmarks to ensure that it meets
the objective listed in section I.
•
•

Notify all neighbors within the defined “neighborhood” of the conversation and provide
them an opportunity to participate in the conversation.
Receive feedback from:
o 10 Roseville residents who are Native American.
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o
o
o
o

2 Native American experts.
20 Neighbors of the park.
Provided the opportunity for all Roseville residents to participate in the process.
Provided the opportunity for feedback on the final proposal before it is
implemented.
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Roseville Parks and Recreation Department
2660 Civic Center Drive - Roseville, Minnesota 55113
651/792-7006
OPERATING POLICY #
POLICY TITLE:
PURPOSE:

40

DATE: October, 1988

Assigning Names to City Facilities

From time to time there is a need to name City of Roseville parks and recreation
facilities. The adopted policy contains an orderly process for accomplishing this
need.

DESCRIPTION:
The following policy adopted by the City Council on October 5, 1988, shall be used for
assigning names to city Parks and Recreation facilities:
It shall be the policy of the City of Roseville to refer to the Parks and Recreation Commission,
any activity involving the naming or changing of names of any city-owned parks or recreational
facilities.
The Commission shall recommend to the City Council for approval, names for new sites,
facilities or portions of facilities. This includes any changes in names to existing facilities.
The naming of parks and recreational facilities will be given consideration by the Parks and
Recreation Commission based on the following factors:

• natural habitat, i.e., vegetation, terrain, animals, etc.
• geographic location, i.e., street names, directions, etc.
• appropriate non-descript terminology, i.e., acronyms or joining of two words or names or
activities, etc.
Only under certain and exceptional circumstances will consideration be given to the names of
individuals (alive or deceased) and/or organized groups, associations or businesses. To be
considered the individual, group, association or business must have made a significant and
exceptional contribution to the site involved or to the community as a whole. Such
contributions, (immediate or deferred) should be for recreation purposes and may include:

•
•

substantial financial donations
substantial property donations

In addition, recognition plaques, memorial plaques or dedications may be placed throughout the
Park and Recreation system by the Parks and Recreation director and with the recommendation
of the Parks and Recreation Commission.

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
*RVParksCommission
Online Form Submittal: Contact Parks and Recreation Commission
Thursday, August 5, 2021 9:31:58 AM

Caution: This email originated outside our organization; please use
caution.

Contact Parks and Recreation Commission
Please complete this online form and submit.

Subject:

pioneer park

Contact Information

Name:

roger b hess jr

Address:
City:

roseville

State:

MN

Zip:

55113

How would you prefer
to be contacted?
Remember to fill in the
corresponding contact
information in the fields
below.

No need to contact me

Phone Number:
Email Address:
Please Share Your
Comment, Question or
Concern

commission member,
in addition to discussing pocahontas park's name, you should
also be discussing the name of pioneer park, since it was the
settlers/pioneers who forced the removal of those on the land
before them, and displaced them. the federal government would
never have made unfair treaties if not for the pressure for
expansion by the pioneers.
have a great day!

roger
roger hess jr

Unless restricted by law, all correspondence to and from Roseville City
government offices, including information submitted through electronic forms such
as this one, may be public data subject to the Minnesota Data Practices Act
and/or may be disclosed to third parties.
Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
*RVParksCommission
Online Form Submittal: Contact Parks and Recreation Commission
Friday, August 27, 2021 12:35:33 PM

Caution: This email originated outside our organization; please use
caution.

Contact Parks and Recreation Commission
Please complete this online form and submit.

Subject:

Deer Culling Plans

Contact Information

Name:

Erica TenBroek

Address:
City:

Roseville

State:

MN

Zip:

55113

How would you prefer
to be contacted?
Remember to fill in the
corresponding contact
information in the fields
below.

Email

Phone Number:

Field not completed.

Email Address:
Please Share Your
Comment, Question or
Concern

Dear Lonnie, Jim, and the Roseville Park and Rec Commission,
I am writing as a supporter of wildlife coexistence and also as a
longtime Roseville volunteer (Villa garden, Buckthorn removal,
GM removal, and plantings). I visit Reservoir Woods and Villa
Park daily and have volunteered in Wildlife rehabilitation for
about 40 years. Lonnie and Jim have heard from me before on
this issue.
I read the minutes from the June council meeting on the 2020
deer harvest with the council with surprise. There were a number

of items in the packet that surprised me, and the conclusions
lead me to again ask for you to consider another viewpoint.
Based upon what I have seen in Villa Park and Reservoir woods
this summer (2021), the culling last year has reduced the number
of deer to the lowest level ever. You have succeeded in thinning
the deer to a point where they are infrequently seen. I am a long
time resident, and after the last four years of watching the culling,
I do not want my tax dollars going to support the practice you
have adopted.
I hope the deer lovers have an opinion that gets heard. It is sad
that we have to be reactionary and that the complaints get
weighed more heavily.
Life for me, and perhaps other animal lovers, in Roseville would
be significantly more enjoyable if the city would:
1) Limit culling to every other year.
2) Significantly shorten the period of time that people in the
community have to tolerate such a barbaric and unfair practice.
Just posting culling signs December through March is absolutely
too long. According to the council minutes the killing could be
accomplished in a week. It is unfair to the animals to hunt
sporadically throughout the winter. Typical harvests take place
over 2-3 weeks (check out what happens in our neighboring
communities). Posting all winter and killing sporadically is grossly
unfair to those of us who care about the animals and the practice
presents a continued public safety concern. It also seems to
encourage opportunistic poaching.
3) Drop Baiting. This unfair practice goes against DNR
regulations outside the city limits and sends mixed messages. It
habituates the deer and brings in animals from surrounding
areas.
4) Drop Villa park from the culling sites. The bait and kill has
taken place within 150 feet of a playground...Shooting takes
place near homes and condos...In fact, people were walking in
the park when one of the culls took place. This last year I saw a
boy and his dog enter the park when the shooting was ongoing. It
is difficult to block all entrances when people enter from their own
backyards.
5) Realize that people who care about the deer are not
necessarily going to contact you. And to count how many do
contact you during a small period of time is not at all an accurate
assessment of who does and doesn't feel one way or the other.
For any future plans, please take into account the large number

of residents who do not agree with this yearly practice and/or do
not agree with the way the culling has been conducted. Please
see the large number of signatures (NOT all inclusive) provided
to Jason Etten by a high school student.
Thank you for your time.
Kind regards,
Erica TenBroek
Roseville, MN

Unless restricted by law, all correspondence to and from Roseville City
government offices, including information submitted through electronic forms such
as this one, may be public data subject to the Minnesota Data Practices Act
and/or may be disclosed to third parties.
Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.

Roseville Parks and Recreation
2660 Civic Center Drive
Roseville MN 55113 651-792-7006
cityofroseville.com/parks

Roseville Pickleball
Pickleball, a combination of tennis, badminton, and ping pong, is one of the fastest growing sports in
the country. Six Courts are available at Brimhall Community Gym, 1744 West County Road B.
Wooden paddle racquets and plastic poly balls will be provided (limited supply). Visit usapa.org for
more information on rules and equipment.

All adults welcome, see details on levels of play. No registration taken, just drop in. Discount pass
available 10 sessions $35, available at gym, please bring check to purchase pass.
Open Drop-In Doubles Play, players rotate. Limited to first 48 participants per session.
Call 651-792-7006 for more info or visit our website for updates, www.cityofroseville.com/parks

Late Summer Schedule 2021
Saturday Morning 10:30am to 1pm

Session

Dates

Price

September

September 11, 18, 25

$4

October

October 2, 9, 16, 23, 30

$4

Saturday Afternoon 1:30pm to 4pm
Session

Dates

Price

September

September 11, 18, 25

$4

October

October 2, 9, 16, 23, 30

$4

Sunday Morning 8am to 10:30am
Session

Dates

Price

September

September 12, 19, 26

$4

October

October 3, 10, 17, 24, 31

$4

Sunday Beginner/Novice 11am to 1:30pm
Session

Dates

Price

September

September 12, 19, 26

$4

October

October 3, 10, 17, 24, 31

$4

Beginner/Novice sessions are available
to New or Less Skilled players only
(3.0 rating or below).
Please choose the session that best
fits your skill level.
See IFP rating description form for
details.

In case of cancellations due to weather conditions, visit cityofroseville.com/parks and check the Alerts Box. Schedule subject to change.

ROSEVILLE SKATE SCHOOL FALL 2021

Hit the ice this Fall with Roseville Skating School! ISI recreational
skating lessons are for beginning to advanced skaters.

Tuesdays, September 14-November 16 (No class 9/28)
Program #
Time
Class
9101.044
9101.045
9101.046
9101.047
9101.048
9101.049
9101.050

5:45-6:15pm
6:15-6:45pm
6:15-6:45pm
6:45-7:15pm
6:45-7:15pm
7:15-7:45pm
7:15-7:45pm

Tots, Ages 3-5
Tots, Ages 3-5
Ages 6-8
Ages 6-8
Bright Blades (approval)
Ages 9-18
Adults 18+

Saturdays, September 11 - November 13 (No class 10/23)
Program #
Time
Class
9101.051
9101.052
9101.053
9101.054
9101.055
9101.056
9101.057
9101.058

8:00-8:30am
Freestyle 1 & 2
8:30-9:00am
Power Edge (Beta Gamma, Delta & FS 1-3)
9:00-9:30am
Freestyle 3 & 4
9:45-10:15am
Freestyle 5 & 6
11:15-11:45am
Freestyle 7-10
12:00-12:30pm Tots, Ages 3-5
12:30-1:00pm
Ages 6-8
1:00-1:30pm
Ages 9-18

RV Resident Rate: $116.00 Non-Resident Rate: $126.00
Register BEFORE Sept 11 to avoid a $5.00 late fee
$8.00 processing charge will be added to all cancellations.
REGISTER ONLINE: www.cityofroseville.com or skatetheoval.com
There are NO provisions for make-up classes.
Please call 651-792-7007 for additional information or questions.

Fall Skate School 2021

