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BACKGROUND 1 

The Minnesota Department of Transportation (MnDOT) is proposing a project along Interstate 35W 2 

that will add a Managed Lane in each direction from Trunk Highway 36 in Roseville to Anoka 3 

County State Aid Highway 17 (Lexington Ave) in Blaine. This project is tentatively scheduled for 4 

2019, although MnDOT is working to accelerate this project for possible construction starting in 5 

2018. 6 

A Managed Lane is a lane of traffic that will be limited to high occupancy vehicles (HOV) or transit 7 

vehicles as well as single occupancy vehicles that pay a fee to use that lane during certain times of 8 

the day based on congestion levels. The fee paid will vary based on the level of congestion. Managed 9 

Lanes are currently in operation on I-394, I-35W south of downtown Minneapolis and I-35E north of 10 

St. Paul. 11 

The project will involve repaving the entire roadway section of I-35W including any ramps that have 12 

not been repaved as part of a recent project. The widening of the roadway will also require the 13 

construction of new bridges that currently extend over County Road C and Rosegate in the City of 14 

Roseville. A layout of the overall proposed project is available for viewing at the Public Works 15 

Department at the Roseville City Hall. An electronic version is also available for on-line viewing at 16 

MnDOT’s Project Website located at: 17 

http://www.dot.state.mn.us/metro/projects/i35wroseville/index.html 18 

Included as attachments are clips of the overall layout showing: 19 

 The project area within the limits of the City of Roseville 20 

 Typical section of the widened I-35W Corridor 21 

 The area between County Road E2 and the 694 Interchange showing added auxiliary lanes to 22 

improve the overall operation of the interchange area 23 

In a letter dated June 2, 2016, MnDOT officially delivered a project layout and notified the City 24 

of a request for Municipal Consent. MN Statute 161.16 requires MnDOT to obtain Municipal 25 

Consent for projects that “alter access, increase or reduce highway traffic capacity, or require 26 

acquisition of permanent right-of-way”. This project is adding traffic capacity, but will not alter 27 

access or require any permanent right-of-way acquisition within the City of Roseville. 28 

The Municipal Consent process begins with a Public Hearing concerning the final layout 29 

documents. Following the hearing, state statutes allow the City Council 90 additional days to 30 

http://www.dot.state.mn.us/metro/projects/i35wroseville/index.html
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consider approval of the final layout.  31 

On June 13, the City Council approved a resolution establishing a public hearing for this project on 32 

July 25th at the regular scheduled City Council meeting. A notice was published in the Roseville 33 

Review as well as posted on the City’s website meeting the public notification requirements. 34 

Besides the actual construction impacts and delays, potentially the most impactful item related to this 35 

project for the residents and businesses of Roseville will be the potential installation of noise walls 36 

along the east side of 35W between the on ramp to 35W northbound from Cleveland Ave to County 37 

Road D.  38 

The process for the installation of noise walls includes first analyzing the cost effectiveness of the 39 

noise walls in comparison to the actual noise reduction. If the noise wall meets the requirements as 40 

set by MnDOT and the Federal Highway Administration, then the benefiting property owner is given 41 

a vote on whether they want the noise wall or not. There are many properties that would prefer 42 

visibility from the freeway to the noise reduction.  43 

In this case, the properties that will vote are the commercial properties located along the east side of 44 

I-35W and west of Cleveland Ave. The City will also have some votes due to the location of the 45 

City’s trail between the freeway and the businesses in this area. The City will be considered tenants 46 

of the properties as the trail is on a series of easements through this area, thus allowing the City some 47 

votes on the matter. More information on this voting process and the timing will also be presented 48 

briefly at this meeting. 49 

The purpose of this public hearing is to take any public comment related to the overall project, 50 

particularly as it relates to the items that trigger a municipal consent process as listed above. MnDOT 51 

will also be on hand to answer any questions from the public and/or the City Council.  52 

After the public hearing, no official action is required of the Council on this evening. Staff will 53 

return to the Council after more information is available about the noise wall voting process and 54 

timing to get the Council’s vote on the noise wall and also adopt a resolution either granting or 55 

denying official Municipal Consent. This will likely occur in September. 56 

FINANCIAL IMPACTS 57 

As indicated in MnDOT’s official Municipal Consent letter, there is no anticipated City of Roseville 58 

cost participation at this time. However, once the final plans are developed the City may want to 59 

incorporate some storm water components to address capacity issues in the area. Similarly we may 60 

work with the County to address some traffic signal upgrades at the ramp intersections. These items 61 

would incur some financial contribution from the City. More information would be presented to the 62 

City Council on these items as the project advances. 63 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 64 

Staff requests that the City Council receive the presentation on the 35W Managed Lane Project and 65 

conduct a public hearing for the purpose of accepting public comment on the project. 66 

REQUESTED COUNCIL ACTION 67 

Receive presentation from City staff and the Minnesota Department of Transportation. 68 

Mayor formally opens Public Hearing. After all members of the public that desire to speak have 69 

given their testimony, the Mayor formally closes Public Hearing. 70 
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Prepared by: Marc Culver, Public Works Director 71 

Attachments: A:  MnDOT Letter Request for City Approval (Municipal Consent) 

B:  35W Managed Lane Project – Portions of Layout 
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.
35W  - Within City of Roseville 

. 
New Bridges at County Road C and Rosegate 
Proposed Noise walls along east side from Veritas building to County Rd D 
(subject to vote by property owners) 
All ramps repaved 
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35W Managed Lane Typical Section 
•  11.5 foot lanes 
•  Narrow shoulders in some areas (sometimes on 
northbound side, sometimes on southbound side)



.
35W - County Road E2 through 694 Interchange

Note northbound Auxiliary Lane between County Rd E2 and eastbound 694 ramp
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