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Sometimes sustainability conversations focus a lot on big 

projects homeowners can do, so this month we are promot-

ing actions that are attainable for people renting their homes 

and apartments! 

• Swap out your light bulbs for LEDs (where possible). 

• Install smart power strips that cut power to devices that 

don’t need it. 

• Compost food scraps—you can collect them in a used 

ice cream bucket on your counter and later bring them to 

Roseville’s drop site when it’s full. 

• Do you have a balcony? Consider putting a few native 

plants in pots (especially if you get a good amount of 

daily sun). 

• What can I plant for pollinators on my balcony? 

• How to grow a butterfly garden pot 

• Do you pay for your unit’s utilities? Sign up for Windsource® or Renewable*Connect® 

through Xcel Energy to source your electricity from renewable sources. 

• Furnish your home with secondhand furniture and accessories. Take advantage of the 

Twin Cities’ rich network of vintage and reuse stores! 
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Positive Climate News 

After an enthusiastic response from the community in May 2022, Roseville 

City Council passed a resolution in January 2023 supporting the initiative 

known as “No Mow May” in many areas, rebranding Roseville’s response 

as “Less Mow May” based on feedback from residents and staff. 

Less Mow May is an effort to support pollinators who emerge from hiber-

nation or migrate to Minnesota in early spring and are in deep need of nec-

tar and pollen for food. Common lawn “weeds” such as dandelion, clover, 

wood sorrel, and even Creeping Charlie can provide much-needed nutri-

tion to these important insects. One in three bites of the food we eat are available thanks to 

pollinators!  

Homeowners and renters of homes with lawns (with property owner consent) can visit cityo-

froseville.com/lessmowmay to learn more and reserve a free yard sign. 

Less Mow May 

Photo by Brina Blum on Unsplash 

http://www.cityofroseville.com/3393/Food-Scraps-Collection-organic-recycling
https://www.ecobeneficial.com/ask_ecobeneficial/what-can-i-plant-for-pollinators-on-my-balcony/
https://www.birdsandblooms.com/gardening/attracting-butterflies/how-to-make-a-butterfly-garden-planter/
https://mn.my.xcelenergy.com/s/renewable/windsource
https://mn.my.xcelenergy.com/s/renewable/renewable-connect
https://www.axios.com/local/twin-cities/2022/07/05/twin-cities-thrift-consignment-vintage-shops
mailto:noelle.bakken@cityofroseville.com
https://www.cityofroseville.com/3231/Sustainability
https://cityofroseville.com/lessmowmay
https://cityofroseville.com/lessmowmay
https://unsplash.com/@brina_blum?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/photos/nWX4pKwzLoE?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
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Even though winter feels like it will never end (and, fun fact, increased frequency 

of snowstorms is an effect of climate change), spring is coming. There are lots of 

resources for gardeners looking ahead to spring projects that we’ve assembled 

here: 

 

• City of Roseville Tree sale— the tree sale is now open, and residents can 

purchase up to 2 trees per Roseville address. Act fast to purchase your favor-

ite trees since they sell out quickly! Trees will be available to pick up on May 

13th, 2023 from 9am-noon at the Roseville Public Works Building. 

• Roseville Community Garden Plots—Roseville has 120 plots available at 

Oasis Park. Reservations are currently open for returning gardeners, and will 

open to new applicants on Marcy 27th. Single plots are $24, or $22 for Roseville residents. 

• Compost bin sale—The Recycling Association of Minnesota is selling compost bins for $76 plus tax this 

year, and Ramsey County residents can receive a $20 discount. Order online at RecycleMinneso-

ta.org and enter promo code “Ramsey.”  

• Looking for help with a pollinator-friendly garden project? Grants are available for development of 

rain gardens, bee lawns, and other similar garden projects from the following places: 

• Lawns to Legumes— taking applications for cost-share grants of up to $350 to create pollinator 

habitat for the 2023 fall cohort. 

• Watershed districts also have similar grant programs for projects that improve water quality 

and protect native plants and wildlife. Check which watershed you are in and learn more about 

their grant options: 

• Capitol Region Watershed District 

• Ramsey Washington Metro Watershed District 

• Rice Creek Watershed District 

Tapping Time the at Harriet Alexander Nature Center— Saturday, March 25th, 10am-4pm 

and again on Sunday, March 26, noon-4pm. Volunteers will be tapping maple trees, collect-

ing sap and boiling it to make delicious maple syrup. We’ll also have hands-on youth activities, 

exploration stations, naturalist-led tree ID walks, maple popcorn samples, and product sales 

and syrup tasting by Faxon Farms. Drop in anytime; stay as long as you like!  

Earth Day at Harriet Alexander Nature Center—Saturday, April 22nd, 10am-2pm. Cele-

brate the Earth, as well the Nature Center’s 33rd birthday!  There will be lots of fun activities for kids—we will be 

creating DIY bee and insect hotels!  

Citywide Clean-Up Day—Saturday, April 22nd, 8am-3pm. Do you have items sitting around your house that 

need to be disposed of but can’t go in a trash cart? Bring them to Roseville’s Clean Up Day at the Dale Street 

Soccer Field Parking Lot, 2555 Dale Street.  

Environmental Service Center Community Conversations—Ramsey County is planning to build a new Envi-

ronmental Service Center at 1700 Kent Street, Roseville for hazardous waste and electronic waste disposal, 

along with reuse and fix-it opportunities. Learn more at an upcoming community meeting, in person or on Zoom! 

Active Living Ramsey Communities Walking and Biking Team Meeting—Thursday April 6th, 6pm-8pm. 

Join Active Living partners and MnDOT staff to discuss the Highway 36 Multimodal Study and provide your 

input.  

 

Spring Garden Resources 

Photo by Yoksel Zok on Unsplash 

Upcoming Events 

https://www.mprnews.org/episode/2023/03/15/how-winter-storms-and-other-extreme-weather-is-connected-to-climate-change
https://www.mprnews.org/episode/2023/03/15/how-winter-storms-and-other-extreme-weather-is-connected-to-climate-change
https://roseville-tree-sale.myshopify.com/
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/roseville+public+works/@45.0221872,-93.1836154,13z/data=!4m8!4m7!1m0!1m5!1m1!1s0x52b32bcdf70a74a5:0xe27035baf54a9f25!2m2!1d-93.1485961!2d45.0221926
https://www.cityofroseville.com/2081/Community-Garden-Plots
https://recycleminnesota.org/compost-bins-rain-barrels/
https://bluethumb.org/lawns-to-legumes/
http://mn-roseville2.civicplus.com/DocumentCenter/View/1041/Watershed-Districts?bidId=
https://www.capitolregionwd.org/grants/
https://rwmwd.org/get-involved/stewardship-grants/
https://www.ricecreek.org/grants
https://www.cityofroseville.com/Calendar.aspx?EID=4739&month=3&year=2023&day=21&calType=0
https://www.cityofroseville.com/Calendar.aspx?EID=5043&month=4&year=2023&day=22&calType=0
http://www.cityofroseville.com/DocumentCenter/View/15704/Clean-Up-Day?bidId=
https://www.ramseycounty.us/residents/recycling-waste/collection-sites/environmental-service-center
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJAtceCrrjsuHNUskSB2gw1Ft4mHAn-BUkHm?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.dot.state.mn.us/metro/projects/hwy36maplewood-roseville/index.html?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://unsplash.com/@yoksel?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/photos/IItmWwdVqmM?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


City of Roseville Public Works & Engineering 

New study proves success of  insecticide regulations near the Great Lakes: 

Concentrations of three banned insecticides are now too low for researchers to 

quantify, and are expected to disappear completely in 5-10 years. 

City of Nottingham using spent EV batteries to store solar-generated power:  

Used EV batteries that are too weak for vehicle usage are being put to work stor-

ing energy provided by solar panels, helping manage energy usage for city opera-

tions during both peak and off-peak times. 

Positive Climate News 

Ryan Johnson 

Environmental Manager 

651-792-7049 

Ryan.Johnson@cityofroseville.com 

Noelle Bakken 

Sustainability Intern 

651-792-7057 

Noelle.Bakken@cityofroseville.com 

Thank you from your Roseville Sustainability Team! 

Upcoming Events (continued) 

Trees: Guardians of Health, Happiness, and Equity—Tuesday April 18th, 6:30pm. Join this webi-

nar co-sponsored by Ramsey County Library and the Roseville Area League of Women Voters to 

learn about societal benefits of trees and the “100 Trees Project.” Register on Zoom via the link pro-

vided. 

Sustainability Open House—Saturday, May 6th, 10am-12pm. Join Resilient Roseville, a local citi-

zen group focused on sustainability, with other local groups to connect and learn what others are 

working on. In-person at the Autumn Grove Park Building, 1395 Lydia Ave W, Roseville. RSVP to  

alana.howey@gmail.com to indicate your interest and ask questions, and share with other Roseville 

groups! 

https://grist.org/beacon/insecticide-regulations-have-worked-researchers-say/
https://nextcity.org/urbanist-news/dead-electric-car-batteries-find-a-second-life-powering-cities
mailto:ryan.johnson@cityofroseville.com
mailto:noelle.bakken@cityofroseville.com
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_kzltwJ2XTDyMQeByZ7E8uQ

